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PREFACE. 


—ä — 


Ir has frequently been urged as 
a recommendation to medicines, 
eſpecially thoſe compoſed of ſim- 
ples) that if they do no good, it 
is impoſſible that they can do any 
harm. On the ſame ground, the 


following Tales are offered to the 
Public. 


The critical Reader will per- 
ceive that they are (like the me- 
dicines alluded to) compoſed of 
ſimples; and tho' he may join 
the fabricator in opinion, that they 
will be of little uſe, (except they 
operate as narcotics) it is hoped. 


a he 


i PREFACE. 
he will have the candour to allow 
they are as little likely to do any 


harm. 


To continue the analogy be- 
tween medical and literary pre- 
ſcriptions, it is to be obſerved, 
that the packet (to which this is 
deſigned as a label) is divided into 
five doſes, ſmall at firſt, but gra- 
dually increaſing, as the ſtrength 
of the reader (who if he goes thro' 
the whole courſe, may, not un- 
aptly, be termed the patient) is 
able to bear them. 


Succeſs is ſaid to be the parent 
o vanity: perhaps the truth of 


that aphoriſm is exemplified in 
the 
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the following pages; the author 
of which freely confeſſes, that the 
favour with which his other 
writings have been received, was 
his inducement to ſail to Turkey, 
diveſted of the freight and ballaſt 
that uſually accompanies the voy- 
age; and launch his veſſel, with- 
out invoking the aid of giants, 
dwarfs, fiends, genii, elves, dæ- 
mons, or other ſu pernatural agents, 
to conduct her to the deſired port. 


If, therefore, the Turkiſh Tales 


appear cold, after the glowing and 


animated deſcriptions which adorn 
the Eaſtern noveliſts; if they pall 
upon palates, uſed to, and per- 
haps vitiated by ſtronger com- 

6 poſitions, 


© 
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poſitions, they have nothing to 
offer in their own defence; nor 
will their afflicted parent be able 
to ſay a word in their behalf, ex- 
cept it is to requeſt the Public to 
conſider them as infants, whoſe 
whims and frolics may amuſe an 
hour; and judge (that however 
imbecile their preſent attempts to 
attract attention may ſeem) when 
their genius expands with their 
maturity, they may range through 
the wilds of fancy, traverſe earth, 
fea and air, deliver kingdoms, 
reſcue princeſſes, and perform all 
the exploits for which their in- 
genious cotemporaries have ſo long 


and juſtly been admired. 
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SELIM AND ALMERIA. 


WII EN the victorious army 
of Solyman the Second returned 
from the ſiege of Belgrade, that 
prince (who on his way diverted 
himſelf with hunting) purſuing 
the chace one morning carlier 


than uſual, found, wrapped up in 
VOL. I. B ſwaddling 
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ſwaddling cloaths, and laying up- 
on a plough-ſhare, a beautiful in- 
fant, who, abandoned by its mo- 
ther (had not the ſultan interfered) 
was on the point of being devour- 
ed by the dogs. While he gazed 
with pleaſure upon the features of 
the child, ſomething very like an 
execration eſcaped him againſt 
the inhumanity of the parent; 
and in that moment the angel of 
compaſſion whiſpered to his ſoul— 
4 Solyman, become a father to 
the orphan thus thrown into thy 
protecting arms! The admoni- 
tion of the angel was not in vain ; 
he embraced his charge, who ex- 
tended its little hands, and ſmiled, 

as 
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as its face was preſſed againſt. that 
of the monarch. | 


When they returned to Con- 
ſtantinople, ſo much had his fond- 
neſs increaſed, that he ordered a 
nurſery to be fitted up, and the 
ſame attention to be paid to the 
ſtranger as if he had been the ſon 
of his favorite ſultana. 


As years rolled on, the love of 
Solyman ſeemed to grow with the 
growth of Selim, (which was the 
name that he gave him;) and the 
youth returned the attachment 
of the ſultan, by the profoundeſt 
reſpect to his perſon, and attention 

B 2 to 
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to his precepts. His good qua- 
lities and his genius hourly ex- 
panded, as he approached towards 
manhood. The aſſiduity of his 
tutors could fcarcely keep pace 
with his paſſion for learning; and 
that part of the city, to which he 
had permiſſion to reſort, was too 
confined a ſphere for the activity 
of his benevolence. 


The virtues and accompliſh- 
ments of Selim, and the pleaſure 
with which Solyman dwelt upon 
the praiſes of his young favorite, 
became a topic of converſation far 
beyond the limits of the court.— 
Within that circle it excited 


the 
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the admiration of all, and the 
envy of a few. — Among thoſe, 
the grand vizier, Muſtapha, had 
long, with a ſcrutinizing and 
malignant eye, marked. the ripen- 
ing virtues of the youth, and the 
progreſs that he daily made in the 
affections of the ſultan.—Long 
had he ſpread his web, with the 
caution of a ſpider, to entangle the 
unwary Selim ; who artleſs, fimple, 
and above diſguiſe, had placed the 
firmeſt confidence in his inſidious 
careſſes, and unboſomed himſelf 
to him without reſerve. 


At this time the war broke out 
between the Turks and Venetians, 
B 3 and, 
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and, as the inclination and edu- 
cation of Selim had been a pre- 
paration for a naval command, the 
Sultan (though with reluctance) 
determined that his favorite ſhould 
enter upon a ſcene of active life; 
he therefore entruſted to him 
a ſhip of force, in which ſituation 
his bravery and good fortune ſoon 
became conſpicuous; having en- 
countered two of the enemy's 
veſſels, failing to the relief of 
Famaguſta, and, after an obſtinate 
engagement, brought them into 
the Turkith port, he returned, 
crowned with laurels, to Con- 


ſtantinople. 


The 


— 
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The ſultan, exulting in the 
victory of Selim, in the preſence 
of Muſtapha, declared the young 
hero, Baſſa of the ſeas, and com- 
mander in chief of the Ottoman 
fleet. The vizier, thrown off his 
guard, by the merit and ſucceſs 
of the youth, and the declaration 
of Solyman, after praiſing the va- 
lor of the former, and the muni- 
ficence of the latter, in ſo amply 
rewarding it, obſerved, that the 
god of love ſeemed to be as pro- 
pitious to the hero as the god of 
war.,—The ſultan ſtarted at this 
intimation, but ſaid he was glad 
an arrow had reached the heart of 
Selim, as he had been ſurpriſed at 

B 4 the 
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the coolneſs of his behaviour to 
the fair ſex, and could by no means 
reconcile it with the ardor of his 
temper, in the exerciſe of arms, 
the purſuit of learning, or the 
practice of benevolence, —— 
The beautics of the ſeraglio, 
continued the ſultan—** Pardon 
the interruption of your ſlave,” 
replied Muſtapha, the purchaſed 
beauties have indeed no charms 
for Selim; an eagle of ambition, 
he ſoars far above them; this fon 
of chance, this child, who, ex- 
poſed upon a plough-ſhare, owes 
his exiſtence to the humanity of 
Solyman, has no eyes for inferior 
beauties; - bis daring ſoul mounts 

alott 


ö 
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aloft to the Ottoman throne—to 
the daughter of Mahomet.—” 


*« On your life I charge you 
hold!“ cried the Sultan; “ for 
ſure you cannot—dare not fay, 
that Selim loves —aſpires to Al- 
meria! © Your command checks 
your flave, or I ſhould have faid 
that, nay even more!“ “ More! 
then it is neceſſary I ſhould know 
it, and permit you to ſpeak; ſay on; 
but I warn you to remember, that 
the leaſt deviation from truth may 
be fatal to you.” 


* Thus adjured,” faid the vi- 
Zier, © I ſpeak to you as Juſt as 
if 
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if you was the meſſenger of our 
prophet, ſent to ſearch my heart. 
That Selim, giddy with ambition, 
intoxicated with applauſe and 
honours, aſpires to Almeria, is 
certain; but how ſhall I dare tell 
my ſovereign, that his niece, the 
imperial Almeria, loves, dotes 
upon the vagrant Selim; yet it is 
equally certain! The illneſs of 
the princeſs during his abſence ; 
her exultation at his victories; 
her joy at his return. My daugh- 
ter, her attendants, the eunuchs, 
all concur in painting the paſſion 
of your niece; the ingratitude of 
the youth. Their ſecret meetings 
are known, their epiſtolary cor- 

reſpondence 
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reſpondence diſcovered; and as 
I ſtake my life upon the truth of 
my aſſertions, I hope your ſublime 
highneſs will reward the traitor, 
Selim, according to his deſerts,” 


& ſhall endeavour to do it,” 
ſaid the ſultan, coolly ; “ but as I 
think my niece, Almeria, deſerves 
equal puniſhment, order them both 
into my preſence.” 


The vizier flew to execute his 
commiſſion. — The agitation of 
the lovers can ſcarcely be con- 
ceived, when they entered the 
cloſet of the monarch.— The heart 
of Muſtapha beat with joy, when 

Solyman, 
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Solyman, looking upon the youth, 
for the firſt time, with a ſtern 
countenance, thus addreſſed him: 


c“ Ingratitude, tho' the growth 
ot every ſoil, I had vainly hoped 
was a vice from which the heart 
of Selim was exemyt,—lIt would 


be ungenerous, in your preſent 


fituation, to remind you of my 
fondneſs, or the favors I have, and 
the honours I intended to heap 
upon you; there was nothing, 
excepting my niece, that in my 
empire you might not have com- 
manded; but while I was admiring 
the openneſs and candour of your 


diſpoſition, to endeavour to gain 
the 
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the affection of Almeria, by fraud 
and treachery—" 


« Oh, heavens!” ſaid Selim, 
with emotion; © can my pro- 
tector, my bencfactor, my, more 
than father, accuſe of treachery 
a wretch, who never had a thought 
which he concealed, but that 
which the preſent hour has diſ- 
covered! Could I, till thus urged, 
avow my paſſion for Almeria! 
or ſay, that bred up in the ſeraglio, 
ſtruck with the infant and growing 
beauties of the princeſs, I adored 
her ! Though at firſt I only knew 
I loved by the reluctance with 


which I received the homage of 
all 


5 
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all other women. When I made 
the diſcovery I flew to the com- 
mand you appointed me. I com- 
bated with my paſſion; I avoided 
as much as poſſible the ſeraglio 
I determined to ___ myſelf 


from Conſtantinople.— 


« And pray,” ſaid the ſultan, 
* what hindered you from putting 
your deſign in execution, and en- 
deavouring to conquer your paſ- 
ſion by abſence ?” 


& I hindered him,” faid Al- 
meria,—** If there is any trea- 
chery in the conduct of Selim it is 
to be imputed to me.— There are 


his 


r 1 * 


3 
* 
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his letters, and there are mine; 


your highneſs will from them, in 
an inſtant, develope the progreſs 
of our loves. — You will ſee, 
that through the whole I have 
been the rempter, and Selim the 
monitor.—You will wreak your 
whole vengeance upon your niece, 
for her ſenſibility to courage and 
virtues, which you have cultivated 
into the reſemblance of your own, 
You will make me the ſacrifice ; 
but ſpare, on my knees I entreat 
you, ſpare the brave, the generous, 
the grateful, the noble-minded, 
Selim !” 


While the Sultan read the cor- 
reſpondence, the ſentiments of the 
vizier 
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vizier and the lovers may be better 
conceived than expreſſed ; they 
watched the countenance of the 
monarch, and followed the chan- , 
ges of it with different emotions. 3 
When he had gone through the 
4 whole, he ordered the culprits to 
i approach, and thus addreſſed them: 


TIP REST Sos". 
—_ >” > 
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* Selim and Almeria, after an 
impartial peruſal of your letters, 
and a ſerious: conſideration of your 

crimes, I am inclined to think 

you both deſerve death. The in- 
| gratitude of the one, the paſſions 
* and inticements of the other, 
ſhould be held forth as a public 
ml example; but as I alſo think ſome 
f part 
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part of the blame reſts with me, 
for having broke through my 
country's cuſtoms, and ſuffered 
two beautiful young perſons, of 
different ſexes, to be, in ſome de- 
gree, educated together, but as I 
have formerly had the ſtrongeſt 
attachment to both, I decree, that 
the execution of the fatal ſentence 
I have juſt pronounced ſhall be 
reſpited, till nature, age, and an 
accumulation of miſdeeds, like the 
preſent, ſhall call down the ven- 
geance of Alla, and extend the 
arm of our prophet to fulfil it.— 
in the mean time, as your guilt 
has been mutual, mutual be your 
puniſhment; and that you may, 

VOL, I. C in 
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in each others arms, prepare to 
meet the final ſentence, which tho 
I hope diſtant, is nevertheleſs cer- 
tain, I order, that the nuptial rites 
be immediately celebrated; that Se- 
lim aſſumes the office of grand 
vizier; that Almeria accepts from 
me the marble palace, to remain 
as a monument of her unworthy 
paſſion.— And that the meddling 
Muſtapha, with the whole train 
of ſpies and tale-bearers of the. 
ſeraglio, be ſent to the ſeven- 


towers till the humanity of Selim 


ſigns their releaſe. 


PRINCE 
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PRINCE KESTERMAN AND 


FELICIA. 


Dozne the war between the 
Turks and Polanders, Keſterman, 
a. prince, had been taken by a 
detachment from the army of the 
grand ſeignior, and had been long 
confined in the priſon of the ſeven 
towers, at Conſtantinople. The 
general of the Poles, wiſhing to re- 

Ci lieve 
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lieve him from captivity, after 
treaty had proved ineffectual, caſt 


his eye upon one De Maret; 


knowing that he had fled from 
France, for having killed his ad- 
verſary in a duel, that he was a 


daring fellow, and an excellent 


engineer ; he, therefore, made a 
propoſal to him, to go and ule all 
his courage and addreſs, in order 
to obtain the liberty of the prince. 
De Maret accepted the employ- 


ment with avidity, and ſoon after 


arrived at Conſtantinople; where, 
in viewing the fortifications of the 
ſeven towers, he was obſerved by 
the Turks, and taken priſoner; and 
a ſketch of the place being found 


upon 
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upon him, he was accuſed of 
being a ſpy, and would undoubted- 
ly have been condemned, but for 
the interference of the French am- 
baſſador. 


Gold, though powerful in moſt 
nations, is omnipotent in Turkey. 
A bribe, properly applied, pro- 
cured the Frenchman his liberty; 
but without his being able to do 
any thing effectual in favour of 
the prince, who was deſtined to 
have other afliſtance towards his 
emancipation. 


The captain of the ſeven towers 
had a daughter, lovely as fancy 
82 could 
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could paint in a youthful mind, 
the goddeſs of its adorations.— 
She had, from infancy; been near- 
ly as cloſely immured as the prince; 
ſhe, therefore, knew how to pity 
his captivity, One of her cham- 
bers looked into the fame court 
as that did in which the prince 
was confined; and though her 
lattices were bar'd, ſhe had, by 
the means of an ennuch that at- 
tended her, found means to open 
them, that ſhe might the better 
view him. 


From the little ſhe could diſ- 
cern, as he ſtood at the grate, ſhe 


was ſtruck with the elegance of 
6 his 
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his form. Her admiration ſoon 
produced a tender paſſion.— She 
reſolved to procure his liberty, and 
her own at the ſame time. 


When a lady takes a, reſolution 
in favour of a lover, ſhe is gene- 
rally indefatigable in finding the 
means to accompliſh it. She had 
acceſs to a large garden, and tho 
the ſlave that had the care of it 
was deaf and dumb, ſhe found 
a method, by ſigns, to engage him 
in her intereſt, Through his 
means a door was unbar'd that 
opened into the court, and taking 
the opportunity of her father's 
abſence, one morning, when the 

C 4 priſoner 
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priſoner came to the grate, to in- 
hale the breeze, and catch the 
glimpſe of the riſing ſun, as it 
ſtruck upon the battlements, ſhe 
ſtood before him. 


— 7 : * >" 
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Aſtoniſhed at the appearance af 

a beautiful female, in a place where 
-he had never before ſeen a human 
creature, he demanded the cauſe: 
« To give liberty to the noble 
priſoner,” ſhe replied; © to reſtore 
him to his family, friends, con- 
nexions—perhaps,” continued ſhe, 
bluſhing, to ſome happy fe- 
male, who now laments his cap- 
tivity, is the object which has for 


ſome time employed the thoughts 
of Felicia.“ 
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The ſurpriſe of Keſterman in- 
creaſed, when ſhe informed him 
who ſhe was, and the means that 
ſhe had taken to endeavour to 
procure his enlargement. They 
had a lgng converſation, and what 
was at firſt gratitude in the Po- 
lander, her lovely form, and cap- 
tivating manners, ripened into a 
ſofter paſſion. | 


One interview ſucceeded ano- 
ther; by means of the ſlave ſhe 
procured the- prince acceſs to-the 
garden, the walls of which they 
carefully ſurveyed, and found that 
a part of them might be aſcended 


by a ladder; but the difficulty of 
procuring 
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procuring ſuch an inſtrument 


damped the hopes of the lovers, 


and the return of her. father for 


a while ſuſpended their operations. 
They were now debar'd from any 
communication with each other, 
except at ſtolen intervals, from 
their grated windows, where they 
indulged themſelves in all the ten- 
derneſs that could be expreſſed by 
ſigns. 


While Keſterman and Felicia 


languiſhed for an opportunity to 


eſcape, the indefatigable De Maret, 
having undertaken the cauſe of 
the prince, reſolved, notwithſtand- 
ing the diſcovery, which had like 


to 
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to have involved him in ſuch diſ- 
agreeable conſequences, not to 
give it up; he returned to Con- 
ſtantinople in diſguiſe, and, tho 
his late eſcape had not damped his 
ardour, it rendered him more 
eircumſpect. Again he ſurveyed 
the walls of the garden, and pitch- 
ed upon the very place, as aſſail- 
able without, which the lovers 
had contemplated within. 


D pon repreſenting the ſuffer- 

ings of the prince to the French 
ambaſſador, he had the addreſs to 
gain him over to their party, and 
under pretence of ſending the pri- 
ſoner a cover daily from his table, 


it 
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it was ſo contrived, that it ſhould 
frequently be paltry, under the 
cruſt of which were conveyed 
plans of gardens, &c. remarks 
upon the place from whence he 
might eſcape, and inſtructions 
reſpecting the ſignal he ſhould 
make, and the times when De 


Maret would attend on the ſpot 


with rope ladders, and every thing 


neceſſary. 


However pleaſing this inform- 
ation was to the prince, it was 
out of his power either to avail 
himſelf of the ſervices of his 
friends, or communicate the in- 
telligence to the lady. — When he 

| caught 
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caught a view of her from his 
grate, he held up papers, and made 
ſigns, but he found by thoſe ſhe 
returned, that it was impoſſible at 
preſent to have any nearer inter- 
view. He tried to tamper with 
the ſlaves that attended him at 
ſtated times; but found their 
fidelity, or their fears, were fo 
great, that he hazarded a diſcovery 
if he proceeded further. 


To patience he was compelled 
to have recourſe.— The covers 
came no more from the ambaſ- 
ſador, conſequently the correſ- 
pondence between him and De 
Maret ceaſed. His paſſion in- 

creaſed 
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creaſed every hour, and a prey to 


love and diſappointment, ſeveral 


weeks had languiſhed away, when 
one morning, upon opening his 


ſhutter, the lovely Felicia ſtood 


before him; Joy to Keſterman, 


ſhe ſaid, with animation; my 
father has been ordered to attend 
the vizier, at the camp; the flaves 
are, ſeveral of them, at my de- 
votion; and if you wiſh to eſcape, 
the hour ſeems propitious 


Liberty!” 


* And love, I hope, await the 
happy Keſterman, he replied, 
* or the priſon, under whoſe roof 
Felicia reſides, ſhall continue my 
abode, 
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abode, in preference to the palaces 
of my friends, or my paternal 
caltle.” 


« After having gone thus far,” 
faid Felicia, „it would be folly 
and affectation to deny, that I mean, 
with your approbation, to be the 
companion of your flight. But 
though my conduct in this in- 
ſtance may betray a want of 
duty, in abandoning my father, 
friends, and country; yet acting 
under the influence of a ſuperior 
paſſion, which aroſe at firſt from 
pity for your misfortunes; I can, 
without reluctance, part with 
every thing, except my virtue and 
honour ; 
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honour; thoſe as twined round 
my exiſtence muſt be preſerved; 
thoſe,” the continued, giving him 
her hand; with this pledge I 
place in your guardianſhip; be to 


them a protector, and I hope, 


from the generoſity of Keſterman, 
I ſhall have no reaſon to repent 
my confidence.“ 


% Never,” he replied, „ will I 


relinquiſh this precious pledge, 


or forget the ſolemnity with which 
it was delivered. —Bound by the 


double ties of honour and gratitude, 


till my title is confirmed by an 
irrevocable vow at the altar, I am 
the brather of Felicia; or if there 


IS 
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is a reſpect and attention ſuperior to 
the fraternal, be it marked in the 
conduct of Keſterman. | 


During this converſation the 
lovers arrived at the wall; the 
ſignal was given, but unanſwered 
from without. Their ſpirits ſunk 
from the height of exultation to 
a ſtate of deſpondency.— All the 
day they continued in the garden ; 
the dumb flave brought them re- 
freſhments into one of the arbours. 
Toward evening they returned to 
the wall; the ſignal was made— 
anſwered—and immediately a lad- 
der 'of ropes was thrown over, 
and De Maret appeared upon the 
VOL x. D _ 
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| l top.; his ſurpriſe v was great, when, 
ll inſteag « of. Keſterman, he beheld a 
þ lady aſcending; with his aſſiſtance 
ih ſhe, got ſafely up, and was received 
\ on the : other fide by his friends.— 

| 0 T his Was no time for further ex- 

Vi planation; ; the prince followed, 
þ5 and under favor of the night, they 
| were fortunate enough to make 
\ their eſcape. —Horlſes were in 
1 


waiting; they fley like n ar 
and in a ſhort time paſſed. the fron- 
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with his behaviour, looked for- 
ward with pleafure to the. happy 
time that was to unite them; but 
fearful of the conſequences of her 
| flight, and the eſcape of the prince, 
by her means, to her father, ſhe 
determined to remain in their 
preſent ſituation till they heard 
from Conſtatinople. 


To relieve her anxiety, Keſter- 
man procured a large ſum of 
money, and the intrepid De 
Maret offered to return to Turkey, 
and watch the fate of Mahomet, 


the parent of Felicia. 


- When' the vizier heard of the 
liberation of the priſoner, though 
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he was not acquainted by what 
means, in the firſt emotions of his 
rage, he ordered the baſſa of the 
ſeven towers to be confined i in the 
dungeon. | 


De 'Maret arrived in the diſ- 
guiſe of a greek merchant; he 
applied again 'to the French am- 
baffador, who, it appears, perfectly 
underſtood the teinper of the vi- 
zier; by his means, aſſidted by the 
gol of Keſterman, that officer 
was made ſenſible of the innocence 
of Mahomet, who, after ſuffering 
a ſhott impriſonment, was libe- 
rated with a flight reprimand, and 
in'a little time reſtored to his 
office. 


The 
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The return of De Maret witn 
this intelligence compleated the 
felicity of the lovers; his courage 
and fidelity were amply rewarded 
by Keſterman, who, with his 
lovely fugitive, travelled on to 
Warſaw. She was int oduced to 
his family, and the principal no- 
bility; and her amiable manners 
were as much admired as her 
elegant form. 


Some time after her arriyal ſhe 
renounced the mahometan religion 
in the great church; the king. 
who was preſent, was ſo affected 
with the ſolemnity and propriety 
of her behaviour, upon that oc- 

D3 caſion, 
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caſion, and ſo pleaſed with her 
Rory, that he reſolved: to act as her 
father on the approaching nup- 
tials ; and the next day; when ſhe 
was introduced to him, | faid, 
J receive the good and lovely 
Felicia as my daughter, and am 
happy in making an acquiſition that 
does ſo much honour to my fa- 


mily.“ 


The marriage was celebrated 
wich a magnificence ſuitable to the 
rank of the parties; who, after 
living ſome months in all the 
gaiety and ſplendor of the court of 
Warſaw, retired to a caſtle, at a 
conſiderable diftance from the 

pn capital. 
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capital. In à | ſituation equally 
romantie and delightful, remote 
from the buſtle: of the world, tho 
not totally neglecting the buſy 
haunts of men, the prince Keſter- 
man and princeſs Felicia lived 
long an example of domeſtic 
happineſs, and conjugal felicity,— 
Idolized by: their neighbours, te- 
nants and dependants, revered by 
their country, and beloved by a 
numerous and beautiful family, 
in whoſe deſcendants the honour 
and courage of their paternal, and 
the virtues of their maternal” an- 
ceſtors, are tranſmitted to the pre- 
ſent generation. 
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 NOURMAHALL . 
QUEEN OF THE INDIES. 


| > —— 


PART 1. 


Ir is recorded, that the great 
mogul, Gehan-guir, was fo paſ- 
ſionate an admirer of beautiful 
women, that he employed the 
greateſt aſſiduity to render him- 
ſelf agreeable to them, and be- 
| ſtowed the moſt liberal rewards 

upon thoſe who made it their 
| buſineſs 
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buſineſs to procure them. With 
ſuch propenſities and generoſity, it 
is little to be wondered, that the 
haram of that monarch was filled 
with beauties from all parts of the 
eaſtern, and ſome of the weſtern, 
19961 ſl 


When he had Sa ſome years 
in the deſultory gallantry, and 
effeminate pleaſures of the ſeraglio; 
when he was nearly ſatiated with 
the unintereſting luxuries around 
him, and his ideas roved abroad; 
while: he ſighed for ſtill greater 
variety, the god of -love, who 
grieved at the deſpondence of ſo 
faithful a ſubject, contrived to re- 

vive 
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vive his paſſion Be Says 
circumitance ; | 


As he was one ey ſitting in 
his council- chamber, the officer 
that attended at the great door; 
entered and informed him, that 
two ladies waited in the anti- 
chamber, having a petition to 
deliver, which they wiſhed to pre- 
ſeut to the ſultan in — 


Aſtoniſhed at the ande of 


the requeſt, as coming from fe- 
males, he, after pauſing a few 
moments, ordered them to _ ad- 
mitted, 


The. 
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The firſt that entered appeared 
of a middle age; ſhe advanced to 
the foot. of the throne, and pre- 
ſenting a paper Receive,” ſaid 


the, © illuſtrious Gehan-guir, ſub- 


lime lord of the univerſe, the 
petition of the diſtreſſed wife and 
daughter of Ibrihim, the Perſian 
captain, who has fallen under your 
diſpleaſure, for the part he took 
in the rebellion of Merordac, your 
ſon, and who now languiſhes 


in priſon, hourly expecting that 


death-—" Which is due to his 
perfidy and ingratitude,” ſaid the 
ſultan, while fire flaſh'd from 
his eyes; *© ſuch a monſter of 


treaſon has lived too long,” he con- 
tinued, 
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tinted, riſing in 4 rage; and 
ſhall inſtantly meet his fate. 
He ſtepped from the throne, and 
was calling to the officer to order 
immediate execution, when the 
final decree died upon his tongue, 
and his whole faculties were ab- 
ſorbed in admiration of the beauty 
of the younger lady, who had 
thrown aſide her vail, and now 
knelt before him. | 

ec Mercy! mercy !”* ſhe cried, 
in a voice that found its way to the 
heart of the ſultan, —* The daugli- 
ter of the unhappy, of the guilty, 
Ibrihim, intreats you to extend 

| . your 
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\ your-mercy, and. ſpare the life of 
1 ber father.” 


| While ſhe: ſpoke. this," in the 
j moſt impaſſioned accents, the 
4 tears. fell from her lovely eyes up- 
0 on her boſom, which a ſlight gauze 
1 covering but half concealed, and 
| which throbbed with ſuch emo- 
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48 tion, while her whole frame ſeem- 


18 ed ſo diſordered with grief, that 
the monarch, attacked on the 
it ſide where he was moſt aſſailable, 


| 

4 

raiſed her up, and folding her in 
WW his arms, ſaid, Let Ibrahim go 
| free, be you his lovely ſurety; 

4 from this inſtant the Perſian may 
lt | range at large, his crimes are 

'F ' forgiven; 

| 
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forgiyen; hut as his daughter 1 
the cauſe of my revocation of 2 
a ſolemn decree, I am determined 
to retain her priſoner. | 


He gave immediate ordets for: 
the liberation of. the captain, and 
while his wife went to meet and 
congratulate him upon his releaſe, 
his daughter Was, by the ſultan, 
conducted into the ſeraglio, where: 


ſhe. had magnificent apartments 


aſſigned her; and in a ſhort time 
her father was promoted to the 
rank of general in the army of 
Indoſtan. 
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Though the daughter of Ibri- 
him at this period was ſcarcely 
ſixteen, ſhe was a young lady of 
a ſublime and elevated genius; 
perhaps it was foreſeen by her pa- 
rents, that her beauty would one day 
place her in her preſent fituation, 
therefore no pains had been ſpared 
to qualify her to adorn it; and as 


' the perceived the monarch was not 


merely ſtruck, but that he adored, 
he 1dolized her charms, ſhe uſed 
every means to increaſe his paſ- 


ſion. For this purpoſe ſhe ſtudied 


his temper with great attention, 
and finding that he delighted in 
ſhews and feſtivities, ſhe applied 
to all the artiſts which the lux- 


urious 
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urious city of Delhi afforded ; 
invited from all parts of the em- 
pire thoſe who had talents to ex- 
ecute the magnificent plans, which 
ſhe invented, who could: increaſe 
the ſplendour of the ball, or add 
to the mirth and conviviality of the 
banquet. 


The vaſt hall of the ſeraglio 
was decorated with the greateſt 
magnificence, and became a ſplen- 
did theatre; here the comedy, the 
maſquerade, and dance, ſucceeded 
each other; and on this brilliant 
ſtage the daughter of Ibrihim 
{hone as the principal character. — 
In the other apartments, her ex- 

VOL, I. E alted 
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alted genius equally diſplayed 
itſelf; the painter, ſculptor, and 
architect, vied with each other, 

and Gehan-guir beheld, with ſur- 
priſe, a new creation riſing around 
him. While the eyes of the 
monarch turned upon theſe ob- 
jects with admiration, his taſte 
was not neglected; under her in- 
fluence the delights and feſtivities 
of the table were increaſed, and 
in whatever ſhe undertook, ſhe 
diſcovered new attractions. The 
elegance of her manners, and the 
entertainment of her converſation, 
had, by this time, gained ſuch an 
aſcendant over the heart of the 
ſultan, that he publicly married 
her ; 
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her; giving her, at the ſame time 
the name of Nourmahall, which 
ſignifies the light of the ſeraglio. 


Being now advanced to within 
one ſtep of the top of fortune's 
ladder; enjoying all the pleaſures 
and delights which her elevated 
ſituation afforded ; idolized by her 
huſband, worſhipped by the mi- 
nions around, and applauded by the 
Indian nation, who could ſuppoſe 
that in the heart of the lovely 
Nourmahall one wiſh remained 
ungratified? But fo equal is 
the diſtribution of Providence, 
with reſpect to good and evil, 
joy and ſorrow, that we find the 
E 2 power 


52 TURKISH TALES. 


power and opulence ' annexed to 
a throne, are incapable of ſhielding 
the boſom from the ſecret pang; 
that the bed of ſtate is not more 
likely to promote repoſe than the 
bed of ſtraw; or that the imperial 
domes of the palace are no better 
ſhelter from the ſtorms of fortune 
than the lowly roof of the cot- 
tage. 


This was exemplified in Nour- 
mahall, from whoſe lovely boſom 
the rifing ſigh was frequently 
wafted to heaven, amid{t all the 
ſplendour and luxury with which 
ſhe was ſurrounded. 


< What 
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What a glorious fate! what 
a delizhtful fituation would mine 
be,” the would often ſay, © could 
I but render it permanent! could 
I but ſecure to myſelf the con- 
tinuance of power after the decline 
of beauty! as beauty, ſhe ſighed 
again, © we all know will decline, 
I ſhould be compleatly happy! 
But while I am looking forward 
to an event which cannot happen 
for many, many years, ſhe con- 
tinued, turning to her mirror with 
a ſmile, ** I forget that my preſent 
happineſs is ſuſpended by a hair, 
a breath may deſtroy it, the event 
of a moment, accident, inebriety, 
or fatigue, may cut the thread of 
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the ſultan's exiſtence, and by the 
ſons of Gehan-guir, who can now 
ſcarcely conceal their hatred, I 
may, in an inſtant, be hurl'd from 


this elevated fituation, and fall to 


one much lower than that from 
which I roſe.” 


The terror ariſing from thoughts 
like theſe, daily and nightly haunt- 
ed the queen: and in fears for 
events that might be impending, 
the paſſing hour (though ſhe aſ- 
ſumed the ſemblance of gaiety and 
mirth) afforded her but little en- 


joyment. 
Gehan 
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Gehan-guir had two ſons.—- 
With the young princes he had, 
formerly lived upon affectionate 
terms. The eldeſt had lately re- 
belled againſt his father, who, at 
the time he condemned Ibrihim, 
the Perſian captain, to death, 
puniſhed him by a deprivation 
of fight. The youngeſt, Kouram, 
lived at a diſtance from the capital, 
ina large province that had been 
| beſtowed upon him; and which 
rendered him in ſome degree in- 
dependant of his father. 


The queen looked upon the 
ſituation of this young man with 
extreme jealouſy, his elevation to 
1 the 
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the Indian throne, by the death of 


her huſband, was a circumſtance 


that hourly preſented itſelf to her 
imagination. She ſaw herſelf de- 
graded, kneeling to the haughty 
prince, who turned from her with 
difguſt; inſalted, impriſoned. 


To ward off this imaginary evil. 
ſhe redoubled her efforts to engage 
the heart, and triumph over the 
mind of the ſultan; and her fer- 
tile genius varied his amuſements 


every day. On one, the pleaſures 


of the chace were to be purſued; 


the deer were driven into a vaſt 
incloſure, a ſhining troop of cour- 
tiers were collected, at the head 


of 
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of whom, mounted upon a moſt 
beautiful white Arabian courſer, 
Nourmahall appeared. Her at- 
tire was of a vivid green perſian 
filk, faſtened under the boſom, 
and at the wriſts, witly diamond 
elaſps ; her head was adorned 
with a diadem of precious ſtones, 
ſurmounted by a brilliant creſcent, 
from which ſprung à plume of 
white oftrich feathers, that were 
finely contraſted with a redundance 
of beautiful black treſſes, ſome of 
which were braided with ſtrings 
of pearl, while others fell looſe 
upon- her ſhoulders; from the 
back of her head hung a vail of 
white muſlin, chequered, with 

| gold, 
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gold, which, floating in the air, 


half concealed a brilliant quiver, 


that hung from her ſhoulder, — 


Over her ſteed, who ſeemed equally 
proud of his magnificent trappings, 
and of his lovely burden, hung a 


filver net, his bit was of gold, and 


his | bridle and ſtirrups ſet with 
rubies. When the gallopped over 
the plain, Gehan-guir was en- 
chanted to behold the eaſe with 


which ſhe managed her courſer; 


and in her agility and dreſs he diſ- 
covered new attractions. 


In the evening, when ſhe led 
the jocund band that formed the 


ballet, ſhe moved over the ſtage 


* with 
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with the ærial grace and lightneſs- 
of a ſylph; in an under dreſs of pink. 
fatin, fitted to her ſhape, over 
which a looſe drapery of filver 
gauze diſcovered her elegant form, 
as the zephyrs, which the motions 
of the dance excited, developed the- 
folds. The tiara had given place 
to a wreath of flowers round her 
head; her hair was tied with 
bows of white and filver ribbands; 
the only jewel ſhe wore was the- 
diamond creſcent, over which the 
plumes of the peacock waved in- 


luxuriant gaiety. 


Other days were dedicated to 


aquatic amuſements, A ſuperb 
veſſel 
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veſſel was launched upon the im- 
menſe lake in the garden; beauti- 
ful children were attired as Cupids, 
who hung upon the ſhrouds, and 
while her attendants took the dreſs 
of water nymphs, the aſſumed the 
character of Cleopatra; ſmaller 


boats attended, from which a con- 
cert of vocal and in{trumental 
muſic floated in the breeze, and 


ſtole upon the ſky.— Exhibitions 
of the moſt magnificent fire- Works, 
the banquet and maſque, concluded 


the day. 


When the weather did not per- 
mit the pleaſures of the fields and 
gardens, the literati were aſſembled 

in. 
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in the ſaloon; prizes were given 
for the compoſition and recita- 
tion of poetry, and other works 
of genius. After different ſpe- 
cimens had been applauded, 
the queen produced hers; they 
were found ſuperior to the others, 
and the prize adjudged to her; 
ſhe received the honour, but pre- 
ſented the reward to thoſe whoſe 
pieces were next in merit. 


Amidſt ſuch a variety of amuſe- 
ments, the attention of Gehan- 
guir was. continually attracted to 
Nourmahall, he lived but in her 
ſight, and his ſpirits kept per- 
petually afloat; in the purſuit or 

enjoy- 
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"enjoyment of ſome object of diſ- 
ſipation, he left the government of 
his extenſive dominions, in a great 
meaſure to the queen; but that 


would not fatisfy the ambitious, the 
towering genius of Nourmahall; 
ſhe ſighed for more extenſive power, 


and the pleaſures of deſpotic ſway 


had made ſo ſtrong an impreſſion 
upon her mind, that ſhe reſolved 
to urge the ſultan to relinquiſh his 
throne to her, if it was but for a 
few hours. 


aalen of his fon. 


 Kouram, gave her a pretence to 


carry part of her plan into execu- 
tion; and as he had fled, and join- 
ed 

6 
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ed ſome rebellious rajas, and by 
their means the capital was kept _ 
in continual alarm; it induced 
the effeminate monarch to retire 
to one of his palaces, where he 
was more out of the reach of dan- 


ger. 


This was exactly what Nour- 
mahall (who never loſt fight of 
the dazzling object, which abſolate 
power preſented to her mind) 
wiſhed. Here the pleaſures and 
luxuries, which had reigned in the 
capital were renewed; and as 
Gehan-guir daily grew fonder of 
the delights of the table, the moſt 

ſump- 
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ſumptuous  entertainments were 


prepared. 


Ss at one of theſe feſtivals, 
when the monarch had freely in- 


Aulged, and ſhe had enchanted 


him by her execution on the lute, 


accompanied by her voice, and 
further to inflame his paſſions, 
danced before him, that the ſul- 
tan, who was in the height of 
good humour, deſired her to ſit by 
him; at the ſame time declaring, 
that he loved her far beyond any 
of the numerous beauties of the 
ſeraglio; that although he was at 
firſt faſcinated with her charms, 


his chains had been rivetted by 
her 
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her exalted genius, and cultivated 
mind; therefore he was reſolved 


to grant her any favour ſhe ſhould 
aſk. 


Nourmahall, ſeeing the ſultan 
ſo highly enamoured of her, 
thought this a favourable oppor- 
tunity to urge her requeſt; with 
trembling and heſitation ſhe be- 
gan: | 


If it is true, O Gehan-guir! 
and from my own feelings I have 
great reaſon to believe it, that the 
idol of the female heart is power, 
and I am permitted to aſk a favor 
that would pleaſe me beſt; you 

VOL. I. F will, 
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will, perhaps, conceive for what 
I ſhould petition ; you wall, per- 
haps, anticipate the wiſh of Nour- 
mahall; if you do not, how fhall 
I ſpeak it, unleſs encouraged by 
you?” The monarch waved his 
hand, and ſhe proceeded. —<* Tho' 
born in a ſituation comparatively 
low to that which I now enjoy, 
my expanded mind, my elevated 
ſoul, has always looked up with 
ſome degree of envy to the eaſtern 
_ throrlies, from which the monarchs, 
ſecond only to Omnipotence, iſſue 
their immutable decrees, and rule 
with deſpotic ſway. Often, in 
my juvenile years, have I faid, 
how happy muſt thoſe mortals be 

whoſe 
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whoſe words are as fixed as fate! 
and as by your favour I have been 
brought nearer to the throne, the 
ardour of my deſires to poſſeſs ab- 
ſolute power has increaſed.— 
Could I but reign uncontrolled, 
I have often ſaid, though but for 
a ſhort ſpace, I ſhould be com- 
pletely bleſt.— Therefore, O ſul- 
tan! let your faithful Nourmahall 
become a deſpotic monarch for 
the ſpace of twenty-four hours; 
let her taſte the ſweets of unlimit- 
ed power, and in that ſhall every 
with of her heart be gratified.“ 


Surpriſe at her requeſt baniſh- 


ed mirth from the countenance 
F 2 of 


voured to evade her entreaty, by 
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of the monarch; who. not chuſing 
peremptorily to refuſe, endea- 


ſaying, that in a matter of ſuch im- 
menſe conſequence, whatever diſ- 
poſition he might have to indulge 
her, it would: be neceſſary to give 
the ſubject a few days conſider- 
ation. 


During the former part of this 
period, the voluptuous and effemi- 
nate Gehan-guir was abſorbed in 
melancholy, of which the artful 
Nourmahall took no notice, but 


continued her amuſements and 


entertainments; ſurrounding him 


with every: object, which her fer- 
tile 
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tile invention judged likely to cap- 
tivate his ſenſes. 


Four days the monarch re- 
volved within his own mind the 
importance of the requeſt; but 
on the fifth (no longer able to 
hold out againſt her allurements) 
he ſaid, © You have conquered, 
O Nourmahall! I will retire for 
twenty-four hours from the throne, 
and during that time abſolute 
power ſhall be yours.” 


Notice was accordingly ſent to 
all the provinces, and when they 
were apprized of the event, the 
ſultan ſummoning the grandees, 
F 3 and 
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and all the different ſtates of the 
empire, preſented the queen to 
them, and leading her to the 
throne; when ſhe was ſcated, he 
ſtood upon the ſteps of it, and 
ſaid : | 


Princes, khans, * rajas, potentates, 
and powers, behold your monarch, 
whom I command you to obey. 
The orders you receive from her 
E expect you to execute with the 


- fame diligence, affection, and 


reverence, as if you had them 


from myſelf.” 


He then made a profound obe- 
ilance to the queen, and retired, 


amidſt 


* Or kans, 
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amidſt the ſhouts and acclamations 
of the people, who rent the air 
with cries of Long live Nour- 
mahall!” while the cannon re- 
ſounded from the battlements, 
and reverberated through the lofty 
domes of the ſeraglio. 


The beautiful ſultana having 
thus attained the height of her 
. wiſhes, was reſolved to perpetuate 
the remembrance of it. 


While this event was 4n con- 
templation in her own mind, ſhe 
had employed artiſts to prepare 
dies, and had collected vaſt ſtores 
of gold and filver, in the mints of 

F 4 the 
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the different cities; and the mo- 
ment, ſhe mounted the throng the 
commanded that they ſhould coin 
immenſe quantities of roupies.— 
To make them the more'remark- 
able (though contrary to the law 
of Mahomet) ſhe had twelve dif- 
ferent ſpecies, each of which had 
one of the ſigns of the zodiac, with - 
her name ſtamped upon the face; 
the reverſe bore that of Gehan- 
guir; and fo artfully and ſecretly. 
had this buſineſs been conducted, 
that during her ſhort reign they 
were ſent to all parts of the em- 
pire. 


Being 
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Being thus affired that her 


name, as an imperial ſovereign, 
would reach poſterity, ſhe reſolved 
to effect a reform, which would, 
in ſome degree, inſute the ſtabi- 
lity of the throne, while it proved 
her abilities for the taſk ſhe had un- 
dertaken. She had, during the pe- 
riod ſhe had been at court, taken 
every opportunity to get inform- 
ation, reſpecting the talents, the 
connexions, the views, and even 
the tempers, of the grandees, 
eſpecially thoſe employed in the 
army, or the government of diſtant 
provinces. She ſaw that many of 
them had accumulated preferments 
and riches on themſelves, and their 


de- 
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dependants, till, deſpiſing the im- 
becile temper of the ſultan, they 
had become terrific to the empire. 
Taking a lift in her hand, which 
ſhe had well confidered, and touch- 
ing the names with her ſceptre, 
one hour diſplaced the refractory, 
and the next filled up the vacan- 
cies with ſuch, as from the ſame 
penetration, ſhe judged could be 
depended upon. 


In the treaſury, thelaw, everyde- 
partment of the ſtate, ſhe made 
the ſame reformation ; her orders, 
whether from the admiration their 
novelty excited, or the wiſdom 


that attended them, were obeyed 
with 
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with alacrity; and the laws and 
regulations of Nourmahall per- 
vaded the whole kingdom. 


In the morning the ſtates again 
aſſembled; the ſultan ſeated him- 
ſelf upon the throne; he heard, 
with wonder and admiration, the 
acts of the queen; and he had 
the wiſdom to diſcover, that many 
of them tended to the. ſafety of his 
empire; others to increaſe the 
happineſs of his ſubjects; and in 
that, reſpecting the coinage, he ad- 
mired an elevated mind panting 
to reach poſterity. He, therefore, 
when ſhe advanced to deliver him 
the ſceptre, took her hand, ſaying, 

« Share, 


the life of Gehan-guir. 
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« Share, O lovely Nourmahall ! 
ſhare with me the honours and 
cares of a fituation you are ſo well 
calculated to adorn. From this 
moment,” continued he, placing 
her beſide him, you reign my 
equal in the government; though 
I have little doubt, but in the 
active and executive part of it, your 
ſublime and elevated mind will 
riſe as ſuperior to mine, as your 
beauty, genius, and elegance, are 
to thoſe of any of my ſubjects. 


From that time, the fituation 
which the queen had fo ardently 
defired, was ſecured to her during 


NOUR= 
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NOURMAHALL, 


QUEEN OF THE INDIES, 


PART II. 


— CIT em—_—— 


-DEATED upon the higheſt pin- 
nacle of the temple of fortune, 
with. youth, beauty and: power. in 
her poſſeſſion; and the revenues, 
the ſubjects, the pleaſures and lux- 
uries, of an immenſe empire at 
her command; reverenced by the 

4 nobles, 
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nobles, and adored by the people, 
the queen of -Indoſtan began her 


reign. 


Nothing is now wanting,” 
ſaid ſhe, to herſelf, © to complete 
my bliſs; for as I ſhall ſtudy to 


increaſe the happineſs of my 


people, they will, doubtleſs, with 
to render my government per- 
manent. Placed beyond the pow- 
er of accident, every day will add 
to my fatisfa&tion; and while my 
actions are the admiration of the 
preſent age, poſterity will gaze 
with pleaſure upon the name of 
Nourmahall, inſcribed in the vo- 
lume which records the lives of 


5 ' thoſe. 
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thoſe heroes and legiſlators that 
have adorned the world.” 


Gehan-guir, from the time that 
he ſhared the ſovereigaty with the 
queen, had, every hour greater 
reaſon to be ſatisfied with the 
choice he had made of a coadjutor, 
as, by her, the burden of govern- 
ment was lifted from his ſhoulders; 
as her penetrating eye, and capa- 
cious mind, ſaw and provided 
againſt all poſſible contingencies. 


The nations around, who had 
paid but little reſpect to the meek- 
neſs of the ſultan, her towering 
ſpirit awed into ſubmiſſion. The 


IC- 
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1 rebellion of Kouram, after a few 
ll! fruitleſs efforts on the part of the 
WM; prince, ſhrunk to nothing before 


the valour of troops, . ſtimulated 
k and "rewarded by the beautiful 
0 Nourmahall; that chief, abandoned 
1 by his friends, who flocked to 
worſhip the fun which had riſen 
in the empire, retired, and lived 
upon his government. 
1 Upon the fall of rebellion, com- a 
6 merce, which had receded from 
the exterior provinces, again rear- 
ed its head; the arts, which the 
firſt blaſt of civil commotion had 
ſcattered, returned; a long, long 
ſeries of years elapſed, and every 
| new 
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new æra that dawned was hailed 
as an epoch of happineſs, as it 
continued, and added to a long 
train of ſuccefles that attended the 
ſubjects of the Mogul empire. 


It is now time to pauſe, and 
aſk, whether reſpected abroad, 
revered at home, courted, flatter- 
ed, adored, idolized—the hap- - 
pineſs of the ſultaneſs was inſured ? 
Was ſhe perfectly ſatisfied with 
her auguſt ſituation, the pleaſures 
of which had been fo ſtrongly im- 
preſſed upon her mind? Far 


from it. 


VOL. I, & When 
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When the novelty ariſing from 
unlimited power had become 
familiar to her, ſhe found ſhe had 
only looked at the picture in the 
ſtrang glare of light which her 
vivid imagination had thrown up- 
on it; that ſhe had only viewed 
the ſplendour, and that her daz- 
zled eyes had never obſerved, that 
the moſt brilliant parts of the 
repreſentation were brought for- 
ward to the ſight by the ſtrong 
touches and dark ſhades of care, 
with which they were ſurrounded. 
She had never till now thought 
of the anxieties attendant upon 
a crown; ſhe now experienced the 
weight, as ſhe had before admired 

the 
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the glitter of that ornament; and 


ſound that her anxieties and 
difficulties were conſiderably in- 
creaſed by the indolence of Gehan- 
guir, who, happy to recede from 
a ſituation which he ſaw was 
much more ably filled, in a ſhort 
time left to the ſultana the ma- 
nagement of all matters, foreign 
and domeſtic. 


It was then ſhe diſcovered that 
her toil, by ſuch a tide of affairs, 
ruſhing upon her, was to a great 
degree increaſed, while her amuſe- 
ments and pleaſures (to which ſhe 
had no averſion) were abridged ; 
as almoſt every hour was obliged 

G 2 to 
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to be dedicated, either to the ar- 
rangement or execution of the ex- 
tenſive concerns of her immenſe 
empire. 


For many years after govern- 
ing had ceaſed to pleaſe, her ſpi- 
rit and underſtanding had enabled 
her to attend to the intricacies of 
it without repining ; but as ſhe 
advanced in life, her good ſenſe 
dans frequently urging her to 
bl v ithdraw from it. Contrary to the 
0 diſpoſition of moſt monarchs, whoſe 
ambition grows with their years, 
was the temper of N ourmahall ; 
with her the p'eaſures of pomp 
and power faded upon the mind; 
her wiſh to exerciſe deſpotic ſway 
de- 
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decreas'd, the ſigh'd for quiet and 
ſecluſion, and had as great a deſire 
to relinquiſh her elevated ſtation, 
as in her youth ſhe had to attain it. 


How little (her heart whiſpered 
to her in a moment of leiſure) do 
ſhort ſighted mortals know what 
is beſt calculated to make them 
happy. How little (with all my 
boaſted genius) till taught by ex- 
perience, did I underſtand the real 
fituation of a ſovereign: I had on- 
ly conſider d him as an Idol ſet 
up for his people to worſhip. I 
had only look'd at the pleaſures 
attending unlimited ſway, with- 
out reflecting that a ſtrict account 

" &'y muſt 
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muſt be render'd of the uſe made 
of power thus delegated, and that, 
to a thinking mind, the with to 
employ it properly, and diffuſe its 
influence around, as a guard, a 
protection, a bleſſing to the peo- 
ple, ſhould be the firſt object of a 
monarch's attention, and will if ſe- 


dulouſly purſued, demand the 
whole of his time, and make his 


life a life of care. 


While Nourmahall made theſe 
reflections, the voluptuous Ge- 
han-guir, was endeavouring to act 
in direct oppoſition to them; re- 


gardleſs of his ſubjects, his whole 


time was dedicated to pleaſure. 
His 
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His paſſion for her, which at firſt 
aroſe from her charms, then be- 
came blended with admiration of 
her underſtanding; was afterwards 
abſorb'd in the ſuperiority of her 
talents; and while he ſought the 
amuſements which younger beau- 
ties afforded, and for whom his 
fondneſs increaſed with his years; 
he only.confider'd the once ador'd 
Nourmahall, as an object whoſe 
genius commanded the greateſt re- 
verence and reſpect. 


As fame had diſpers'd upon the 
wings of every wind that blew, 
the ſtory of the daughter of Ibri- 
him, the Perſian Captain, and 

G4 as. 
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as none of the beauties that reign d 
in the ſeraglio were ignorant of 
the ſteps by which ſhe aſcended to 
her preſent elevated ſtation, they 
endeavour'd to climb by the fame 
fneans to the ſummit of power. 


Splendid and faſcinating ſcenes 
were repeated before the eyes of the 
monarch, by the favourite of the 
hour, in which each diſplay'd her 
taſte and elegance to the extent of 
her capacity, and probably ſome of 
their blandiſhments would have 
been attended with the ſucceſs 
which the ambitious rivals of 
Nourmahall wiſh'd, had vot an 
event happened, which put a fi- 


nal ſtop to the gaieties of the 


Haram, 
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Haram, | relieved. her from the 
cares attendant upon a throne; and 
made her once more a dependant. 


Gehan-guir who had long been 
called the favourite ef fortune: 
courted hy pleaſures on every ſide, 
whole wiſhes were anticipated, and 
whom every morning awakened to 
new ſcenes of luxury, was enjoy- 
ing the delights of the banquet, 
ſurrounded with the flatterers that 
had lately become his almoſt con- 
ſtant companions. The muſic 
ceaſed while an ode was recited, 
which celebrated the virtues of the 
monarch. - _ 


2 | The 


| joined in full chorus to repeat the 
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The ſpeaker had concluded a 
ſtanza which compared his pow- 
er to that of Omnipotence, and an 
hundred voices and inſtruments 


praiſes of the immortal Gehan- 


guir. 


At that inſtant he was ſtruck 
by the angel of death: ſudden 
he fell at the foot of his throne, 
and tho' aſſiſtance was near it was 
ineffectual. An arm more potent, 
a power ſuperior to his own, had, 
from the height of his exultation 
and vain glory, called the Great 


Mogul into his preſence. 


This 
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This melancholy conclufion of 
a day, which had began with ſuch 
feſtivity, filled the Palace with la- 
mentations. | 


The women tore their hair, and 
beat their breaſts. The eunuchs, 
and ſla ves acted a thouſand extra- 
vagances: the nobles aſſembled, 
and commotions began to ſhake 
the peace and order of the city. 


Tho' this ſtroke: of deſtiny, fell 
upon Nourmahall, without any 
previous notice or preparation, and 
ſhe expected to be the greateſt ſuf- 
ferer, yet ſhe bore it with che ſame 
firmneſs of mind, which had diſ- 

tinguiſhed _ 
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tinguiſhed her through life; and 
obſerving the unſettled ſtate of the 
empire, the. ſet herſelf to rgmedy 
the evil. She called the grandees 
together, whom, in an eloquent 


ſpeech, ſhe exhorted to preſetve 


the quiet of the ſtate, both for 


their own ſakes, and thoſe of the 
people, who muſt, many of them 
unavoidably fall, in cafe of civil 
contention. She repreſented to 
them, that ſhe only retained the 
crown till the arrival of the fon of 
Gehan-guir when ſhe would re- 
fign that ſymbol of monarchy with 
more pleaſure than ſhe received 
it. Her voice and animated man- 
ner, ſtilled the murmurs | which 
4 | had 
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had ftolen upon her ears, when 
ſhe entered the hall, and charmed 
by her elocution ſome of the no- 
bles offered to ſupport her in her 
preſent ſituation, but that, with 
marks of diſpleaſure, ſhe poſitive- 
ly refuſed, 


| Kouram, or as he was afterwards 
called Cha-gehan, was at his fa- 


ther's death in a diſtant part of In- 


doſtan where he had lived for ſome 
time. Tho' he had laid down his 


arms, curbed by the effective mea- 


ſures adopted by the queen, whoſe 
genius he obſerved ſoared far above 
his, that circumſtance had not in- 
duced him to retract the ill opi- 
nion he had conceived of her; on 
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the contrary, he expected the 
ſtrongeſt oppoſition from the am- 
bition that had marked her former 
conduct; therefore when he re- 
ceived the news of his father's 
death, he collected an army, and 
expected nothing ſo much as to 
be impeded by the forces of the 
empire in his way to Delhi. Great 
was his ſurpriſe when he approach- 
ed that capital, to obſerve the few 
ſoldiers that were ſtationed upon - 
the road, opening their ranks and 
ſuffering his troops to march 


through them, paying him at the 


fame time military honours; and 
{till greater upon his arrival at the 


city, when the gates were thrown 
open, 
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open, ande was welcomed with 
the loudeſt 2acclainations. A de- 


putation of the principal nobihty, 


who had been ſent by the queen, 
conducted him to the palace. 


A reception ſo totally different 


from what he expected, added to 
the ſurpriſe of Cha-gehan. When 
he entered the hall of audience, 
Nourmahall dreſſed in one of her 
moſt ſplendid habits, was ſeated 


upon the throne. 


At his approach the aroſe, 
and deſcending the ſteps, met him 
in the hall, and kneeling, preſented 
him the ſceptre, ſaying, © Re- 


ceive, 
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% ceive, oh Sultan! This ſym- 
bol of power, as a legacy left you 
by your father; aſcend the throne 
of your anceſtors, and that your 
reign, guided by juſtice, and con- 
ducted by humanity, may be long 
and proſperous, ſhall cver be the 
prayer of Nourmahall. 


The prince (when his aſtoniſh- 
ment had ceaſed) ſaid, How 
can I place myſelf on this elevated 
ſeat, without bluſhing, to ſee ane 
who has guided the ſafety, and in- 
creaſed the ſplendour of the Mogul 
empire, kneel at my feet—riſe il- 
luſtrious Nourmahall, and ſhare it 
with me: be my gaide and aſſiſt- 

ant, 


5 
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ant, through the arduous taſk I 
have undertaken.” , At your 
command (the rephed). I riſe, 
but -it is only to retire; too long 
has my ambition been ſatiated: 
too much of greatneſs, have I 
known.—-I have had no time even 
to mourn for my late huſband, — 
The gaudy trappings and ſplendour 
which my ſituation, as repreſenta- 
tive of a great empire demanded, 
are from this hour abandoned for 
ever To widow's weeds and 
ſtrict ſecluſion I dedicate two ſuc- 
ceeding years.—Yet er I go I 
have a double petition to the Sul- 
tan; my firſt requeſt is, that he 
would endeavour to aleviate the 

H ſorrows 
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* 


ſorrows of his brother Merodac, 
who has been releaſed: from pri- 
fon by my orders, but who hath 
ſuffered ſeverely in being deprived 
of fight and empire (by the late 
monarch) for his rebellion and diſ- 
obedience. The other more im- 
mediately concerns myſelf, as it 
turns my mind to that hour, when 
inflamed by ambition, panting for 
fame, and wiſhing for the applauſe 
of poſterity, I diſobeyed the laws of 
our prophet, and cauſed the like- 
neſsof creatures, both in heaven and 
on earth, to be ſtamped upon the 
coin, which he diſpenſing the com- 
mands of a ſuperior power had for- 


bidden. Let thoſe pieces, which 
are 
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are now diſperſed over your domi- 
nions, as tokens -of my vanity, be 
recalled; and as vanity no longer 
exiſts in my boſom, I ſhall lay aſide 
all veſtiges of royalty, and (with 
your permiſſion) retire to the black 
marble palace, where as a tribute 
to the memory of Gehan-guir, I 
ſhall, in my daily prayers, invokethe 
omnipotent Allah, to ſhower down 
his choiceſt bleſſings upon the 
head of his ſon.” 


Nourmahall made her obedience 
to the ſultan and left the hall fol- 
lowed by the eunuchs, and ladies of 


her train. 
/ 


H 2 Cha- 
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Cha-gehan ſtruck by her man- 
ner, aſtoniſhed at the order with 
which affairs had been conducted, 
and penetrated by her generolity, 
ſettled upon her the palace at 
Agra, and the extenſive demeſnes 
annexed to it. 


Two years the princeſs paſſed in 
ſecluſion; ſhe afterwards (as her 
active mind preyed upon itſelf 
when unemployed) turned her at- 
tention to works of utility and 
benevolence; ſhe inſtructed the 
young, fupported the aged, and 
cultivated genius that would other- 
wiſe have languiſhed in obſcurity. 


Her 
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Her high rank, and extenſive 
talents, attracted thoſe around her, 
whoſe diſpoſitions and purſuits 
were ſimilar to her own; thus in 
the pleaſures of domeſtic ſociety, 
the amuſements of literature, and 
the refinements of the polite arts; 


the days of Nourmahall ghded _ +. 


ſmoothly on, and happy in her ſi- 
tuation, ſhe frequently aſked herſelf 


this queſtion: * What is the ſatis- 
faction ariſing from diſſipation, 
ſplendour, power, pomp, and am- 
bition, compared to that which I 
now enjoy?” She then extended. 
her idea and continued: *« After 
having long reigned the tyrant of 


his people, after having run his 
1 3 career 
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career of what is falſely called 
glory! After having conquered 
provinces and nations, might we 
not repeat the queſtion I have juſt 
aſked myſelf, and with great pro- 
priety ſay to a monarch or hero! 
Ah, friend! I much doubt whether 
your time would not have been 
more uſefully employed to yourſelf, 
and more acceptably in the eye of 
Omnipotence, had you tended a 
flock, cultivated agarden, or taught 
2 village ſchool. 
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THE FAIR HIBERNIAN, 


CHAP. I, 


'T owarps the cloſe . of one 
of the hotteſt days in ſummer, 
the Sultan Achmet was enjoying 
the coolneſs which the marine ze- 
phyr afforded, in the bay of the 
Boſphorus. His brigantine, which 
Was of the moſt beautiful ſtructure, 
glided ſmoothly along, while the 
H4 rowers 
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rowers kept time with their oars 
to the dulcet ſound of flutes, haut- 
boys, and other ſoft muſic; to 
which by their ſtrokes daſhing 
againſt the waves, they formed 
an agrezable cadence—the wind 
ſcarcely waved the ſilken pen- 
nons—the rays of the ſun reflected 
obliquely the lengthened ſhade of 
the veſſel, whole fails, gilding, and 
colours, threw a variety of tints on 
the waves, and appeared when 
blended with the 'glowing iky, a 
beautiful picture inverted—all na- 
ture was ſoftened, the air breathed 
perfume, and every object around 
ſeemed to partake of the compoſure 
and ſerenity which the approach of 


evening, 
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evening, and the declining ſun 
uſually inſpires. 


The ſultan had drawn up one” 
of the filk curtains, that adorned 
the cabin window, and was look- 
ing toward the land which every 
moment brought nearer to his view, 
when a ſhrill and piercing ſhriek 
awakened his attention—he ſtart- 
ed, and after endeavouring in vain 
to diſcover from whence the voice 
came, he called to the boſtangi 
baſſa, (who ſat at the ſtern) and 
commanded him to try if he could 
difcern any object from which it 
could be ſuppoſed the voice pro- 
ceeded: in vain for ſome minutes 

were 
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were his efforts, at laſt one of the 
officers who had climbed up to the 
yards, informed the boſtangi that 
he ſaw at a diſtance ſomething 
floating though it ſcarcely ſeemed 
larger than a buoy upon the ſurface 
of the waves. 


* 


A boat was inſtantly manned, 
and under the direction of the offi- 
cer, they rowed toward the place 
from whence the ſmall object had 
appeared. 


The veſſel by the exertions of 
the mariners, flew through the 
waves, and they ſoon arrived at 


the place pointed out to them:- a 
ſubſtance 
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ſubſtance like a bundle of filk was 
clearly diſcernable, they rowed 
along ſide of it with great caution, 
and when within reach, two of the 
men ſtretched out their arms, juſt 
as it was ſinking, and, totheir great 
ſurpriſe, received into them the 
body of a woman. When they 
had it ſafe in the boat, the ſailors 
were commanded to uſe their ut - 
moſt exertions to reach the brigan- 
tine, which was eaſily accompliſh- 
ed, as they lay upon their oars to 
wait for them. 


The Grand Signior heard the ac- 


count of the officer with aſtoniſh= 
ment; heordered the body to belaid 


upon 
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upon the carpet in the great cabin; 
while he viewed it with equal at- 
tention and compaſſion, as he took 
one of the hands, to feel if any pulſe 
remained, he obferved a ſmall 
tremulous motion on the lips, this 
he conſidered, as a ſign that life 
had not entirely fled, and ordered 
her head to be raiſed againſt the 
fofa, and ſome liquors to be forced 
into her mouth; while this was 
doing the veſſel reached ſhore. 


The body was conveyed with 
great tenderneſs to the ſeraglio, and 
Achmet, who had hopes that he 
ſhould be the means of reſtor- 


ing a human creature to exiſtence, 
ordered 
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ordered that his phyſician ſhould at. 
tend, and that the utmoſt efforts 
for her recovery ſhould be made 
by the women acting under his di- 
rection. 

When the ſultan returned from 
prayers in the morning, the firſt 
object of his inquiry was into the 
meaſures that had been adopted; 
and he received, with great plea- 
ſure, the news, that the lady, for 
whom he intereſted himſelf, was in 
ſome degree brought to life, but 
that though ſhe had ſpoken, it 
was in a language not underſtood 
by any around her, and with ſuch 


geſtures as ſeemed to indicate that 
| her 
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her mind had ſuffered a conſi- 


| Wrable deraagement. 


Reſt and quiet, the phyſician 


faid, would ſoon reſtore her. 


Achmet, rejoicing in her pre- 
ſervation, ſaid to himſelf: © It 
was but a few days ſince I was re- 
pining, that although the deſ- 
potic monarch of a vaſt empire, 
I had found but few opportunities 
to be of ſervice to mankind, and 
that thoſe had been in a great de- 
gree counteracted by the decep- 
tion, unworthineſs, or ingratitude 
of the objects upon whom my fa- 
vours have been beſtowed.” 

« The 


5 
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e ſeminary J have formed 
for the education of youth, has in- 
deed, in a great meaſure rewarded 
me for the pains I took in con- 
quering the prejudices againſt ſuch 
an eſtabliſhment, in the pleaſure it 
gives me at preſent, and the advan- 
tage it may be to my kingdom in 
future; for though the monuments 
of my victories adorn ſeveral parts 
of this city, and the trophy which 
I won when I conquered the Giant 
of Bagdad, is gazed upon with ad- 
miration by all who frequent the 
outward hall of my palace, yet nei- 
ther have given me the ſatisfaction 
which the forming the minds of 
my ſubjects, or the preſervation of 

a life, 
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a life, juſt ſinking into eternity, 
ſudden, and perhaps . 
hath afforded.” 


The Ivins and - officers of 
the ſeraglio, obſerving the intereſt 
which the ſultan took in the wel- 
fare of the lady, the eagerneſs of 
his morning inquiries, and the di- 
rections which he conſtantly gave 
in the evening reſpecting her ac- 
commodation, thought that his an- 
xiety in behalf of the ſtranger would 
bea good topic to deſcant upon when 
aſked for news by the Sultaneſs 
Fatima, and, as the paſſions that 
reign in the world were not ſhut out 
of the ſeraglio, there was found 

(even 
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even inthat retreat) people ready to 
impute benevolent actions to ſiniſ- 
ter motives, and eager to commu- 
nicate the ſtory with conſiderable 


additions to that princels. 


Diſappointed were they, when 
they obſerved the generous Fatima 
heard this tale with no other emo- 
tions than thoſe which humanity 


excited. 


She commanded the flaves to 
lead her to the bed of the ſtranger: 
ſhe ſaw her in the moment of de- 
rangement, inquired into the cir- 
-cumitances of the caſe from the 
female attendants, and into the 
{ymptoms of her diſorder frog the 

VOL, 1. I phyſicians, 
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phyſicians, and after folding the fair 
ſuffererinherarms, and dropping the 
tear of compaſſion upon her boſom, 
ſheleftherto ſeek the ſultan: what 
paſſed between them was un- 
known; but the attendants were 
ſurpriſed to ſee them walk hand 
in hand through the gallery to 
the princeſs's apartments; from 
whence the eunuchs brought freſh 
orders, reſpecting the care of the 
perſon! whom the ſultana called 
her lovely charge: upon this the 
attention of the phyſicians was 
redoubled. 


In a few days they reported that 
her ſenſes were perfectly reſtored, 
* and 


if 
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and her health conſiderably 
amended. As it was found that 
ſhe ſpoke the Italian, French and 
Engliſh languages, two flaves from 
the former country were ordered 
to attend her; and ſo much was 
her mind ſoothed, and her ſpirits 
compoſed, by the methods pre- 
ſeribed, that in leſs than two 
months her perfect recovery was 
announced to the ſultan; he there - 
fore with great ſelf congratulation 
on the next day, ordered her into 
his preſence. 


Achmet, had in his ſeraglio (as 
bad been the cuſtom of his prede- 
eeſſors) from the ſeveral countries 

I 2 around, 
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around, a large collection of beau- 
ties: the Georgian, the Perſian, 
the Italian, the Circaſſian, and the 
Greek, and though attached tothe 
Sultana Fatima, (by whem he had 
a numerous family) he had occaſi- 
onally been ſtruck with the various 
ſtiles of perfection which marked 
their different characters. The 
piercing eye and black treſſes, 
which predominated in the eaſt, 
were familiar to his fight, the poliſh- | 
ed roundneſs and elegant form of 
the Greek, the animated Italian, the 
majeſtic, Circaſſian he had fre- 
quently admired; till at length the 
vaſt number of flaves, which the 
merchants were continually offer- 
ws 7 
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ing, though they might engage a 
momentary. and tranſient atten- 
tion were forgotten as ſoon as they 


had paſſed, 


Far different were his ſenſations- 
with reſpect to the lady now be- 
fore him, a ſtile of beauty unlike 
any he had ſeen; riveted his eyes 
upon her; the moſt dazzling com- 
plexion in which, through a tranſ- 
perency. of the ſkin, the azure tints. 
appeared,, and veins meandered, 
while the approach of the ſul- 
tan to take her hand, diffuſed the 
roſes that bluſhed in her cheeks: 
over her whole countenance ;. dark 
blue eyes, teeth which ſeemed of 
pearl, ſet in a frame of rubies, a 
k 3 | re 
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redundance of flaxen- hair, which 


was in part confined by a tiara, 
while the reſt fell in ringlets over 
a form in which the elegant and 
majeſtic were united; a form, 
which diſdaining to borrow afliſt- 
ance from dreſs, was only attired 


in a looſe drapery of white muſlin, 


tied under the boſom by a zone of 
blue, The langour which her ill- 
neſs had left, the awe which her 
preſent ſituation inſpired, the bluſh- 
ing timidity with which ſhe ap- 
proached, rendered her figure ſo 
intereſting, that Achmet ſtood for 


tome minutes loſt in admiration, 


before he had power to ſay: 


«© When 
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D. When I valued myſelf upon | 
my humanity, and was exulting in 
the pleaſing idea, that owing to 
my exertions, the life of a human 
creature was preſerved, I little 
knew the value of the prize I had 
reſcued from the waves. At this 
moment, ſtruck by your beauty, at- 
tracted by your irrefiſtible perſonal 
graces, my merit, in my on eyes, 
appears ten times more conſpicu- 
ous. May it be of the ſame value 
in your's! And if you wiſh: that 
the life I have preſerved may in 
future be rendered happy, unfold; 
to Achmet your hiſtory, and com- 
mand his ſervices, to ſecond the 
hand of Providence, which has been 

14 ſo 
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ſo miraculouſly diſplayed. in your 
preſervation and recovery. 


After having paid my thanks 
to heaven, (ſaid ſhe kneeling) let: 
me offer to you, moſt benevolent 
Achmet, my molt grateful ac- 
knowledgments, for the ſaving of 
a life, which though hitherto of 
little value to the poſſeſſor, will 
in future become of ſome conſe- 
quence, from having excited your 
attention and humanity : The 
attention and admiration of Ach- 
met (ſaid he, raiſing her) you have 
indeed ſtrongly excited, as alſo 
another pafſion, which is curioſity, 
F would wiſh to be informed of 

| your 
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your ſtory, and learn by what 
means your lovely form came to 
be expoſed to the danger from 
which you was reſcued; and I am 
Happy in having in my youth at- 
tained the French language, as I 
can hold a converſation with you, 
without the medium of an inter- 
preter.” 1 


« Little intereſting to your High- 
neſs, will, I fear be my ſtory (ſaid. 
the lady, while he handed her to 
a ſeat) my name formerly was 
Iſabella Dalton, I was born in Ire- 
land, of parents who died (as F | 
have been informed) before Iwas old 


enough to retain the leait traces of 
them: 


40 
: 


year; when one day I was inform- 
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them in my memory, I have a con- 
fuſed idea of being. inforeign lands, 
and croſſing ſeas in my infancy, but 
it ſeemsa dream, which itis impoſſi- 
ble to diſcriminate. When reaſon 
dawned, I found myſelf an orphan, 
in the care of an uncle, who ap- 
peared as a merchant, and ſaid he 
was connected with a company in 
London that traded to Italy. The 
firſt years of my lite were paſſed 
at a boarding ſchool, in the ſouth- 
ern part of the iſland, where I ac- 
quired thoſe accompliſhments that 
are, commonly taught at ſuch ſe- 
minaries. I remained at ſchool 
till I had entered my fourteenth 


ed 
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ed that a gentleman waited for ms 
in the parlour: I went directly 
and there found my uncle, whom 
I had not ſeen for ſome years (he 
having been abſent in England) 
he embraced me with great affec- 
tion, ſeemed pleaſed with my im- 
provement, and ſtruck with my 
appearance. He came to let me 
know, that he had been commiſ- 
fioned by the company (with 
whom he was connected) to make 
a voyage to Italy, in order to col- 
te& debts, ſettle affairs, and in- 
creaſe their correſpondence. ' He 
ſaid, as this was a buſineſs that 
would detain him abroad ſome 


years, and thoſe the moſt critical 
of 


124 TURKISH TALES. 


ofmy life, he ſhould not be eaſy, un- 
leſs he had me under his inſpecti- 
on, and therefore propoſed that I 
ſhould accompany him. I had, in 
my deſultory reading, frequently 
met with voyages and travels, 
which I peruſed with avidity and 
delight, and often ſighed that I. 
could only ſpcculate upon the 
pleaſures they contained, therefore. 
Mr. Dalton could not have made 
me a more agreeable-propoſal.” 


* I took leave of my governeſs 
and female companions; the tran- 
fitory tear which parting from the 
friends of my youth, and the ſcenes 
ef my juvenile pleaſures occaſion- 


ed, 
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-d, was ſoon wiped away, and loſt 
in the contemplation of the new 
world, that opened to my view, 
I arrived at Dublin, in great 
ſpirits. After a few weeks had 
been ſpent.in the amuſements of 
that gay metropolis, and in making 
preparations for our voyage, we 
failed from the port, and had what 
the ſailors called a good paſſage to 
Leghorn.” | 


* 'Tho' the fears which natural- 

lyattend a female mind, took poſ- 

ſeſſion of mine, uponlaunching in- 

to the immenſe ocean, and only ſub- 

ſided when ſickneſs had blunted 

.the powers of reflection, yet upon 
| my 
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my recovery, I found them entire- 
ly evaporated, loſt in the novelty 
of the ſcenes around, and ſoothed 
by the care and attention of my 
uncle; I therefore landed in per- 
fect health, and began to enjoy 
thoſe, pleaſures in reality, which 
had formerly been only ideal.” 


„When we had been a few 
weeks in Italy, the commercial 
affairs of my uncle (he ſaid) called 
him away, and I was placed in the 
houſe of Madame Piaffer, a lady 
to whom all the Engliſh and French 
in the place paid particular atten- 


tion. 


Though 
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Though I had ſeen little 
of the world, it required no great 
ſkill in diſcrimination to diſcern, 
that her conduct was different 
from that of my governeſs, and 
other reſpectable ladies that I had 
known; notwithſtanding ſhe had 
paſſed the meridian of life, her 
dreſs was a compoſition of glare 
and gaudineſs, ſhe affected to lead 
the faſhion, and both in her beha- 
viour and converſation, betrayed a 
freedom, which had never before 
come under my obſervation in the 
female character.” 


* Our houſe was the aſſembly of 
all the young, gay and diſſipated in 
the 
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the town; cards, balls, and petit 


ſoupes,; we were either in the con- 
ſtant habit of givingor partaking of, 
and tho Madame Piaffer would not 
ſuffer me from her fight, and in- 
deed ſeeme d to mark my behaviour 
with the moſt ſcrutinizing atten- 
tion. Here the ſultan ſmiled, and 
Iſabella, in great confuſion, con- 
.tinued: 


'« Your highneſs, I obſerved to 
ſmile at the aſperity with which 
I was inclined to remark upon the 
: lady's paying a ſtrict attention ts 
my conduct, I will not conceal 
from you, that her being conſtant- 
ly at my elbow, was diſpleaſing to 


me 
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me on more” accounts than one. 
I had now been two years in Italy 
and in that period, we had re- 
moved to different places, in every 
one of which we found ourſelves 
objects that attracted curioſity; to 
my Chaperon I left general admi - 
ration, but it would be errant dif- 
ſimulation to deny, that I was 
pleaſed with the attention of a 
young Engliſhman who had fol- 
lowed us through all our various 
removals till we ſettled at Rome, 
where we expected to be joined 
by my uncle. 

„When we had been a ſhort 
time in that city, I was one morn- 
VOL, I, "Bi ing 
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ing much ſurpriſed. by Madame 
Piaffer, who deſiring me to attend 
her in her cloſet, ſaid, that as I wag 
now arrived at years of diſcretion, ſhe 
would unfold to me a ſecret, which 
had been long and faithfully kept: 
ſhe then proceeded to inform me, 
that I muſt no longer look upon 
Mr. Dalton as my uncle; that in 
fact I was in no degree related to 
him, being a foundling child, whom 
he had taken from motives of cha- 
rity, that his- fondneſs for me in 
my infancy, had increafed with my 
years, and that every time he had 
ſeen me in Italy had added to it; 
therefore I might expe& the moſt 
unbounded opulence from the 
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paſſion and generoſity of my guar- 
dian, whoſe fortune ſhe ner 


as immenſe. 


I was ſo ſhocked and confound- 
ed by this diſcourſe, that inſtead of 
anſwering her, I ruſhed out' of the 
room, and was ſtopped at the door 
by Mr. Dalten, who caught me in 
his arms, and after a fervent em- 
brace, brought me back to the 
ſofa, from whence the lady re- 
treated and left us toffether, ' 


Here he, in the ſtrongeſt terms, 
made a declaration of his paſſion; 
my refufal of him was expreſſed in 
terms equally ſtrong: a ſcene of 
K 2 ſtrug- 
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ſtruggling and altercation enſued, 
when, upon his proceeding to take 
liberties, I ſhrieked with great ve- 
hemence, and at that inſtant, the 
youth I mentioned, ruſhed into the 
Cloſet with his ſword drawn, and in 
the Engliſh language, commanded 
him to unhand me. This com- 
mand was immediately complied 
with, and Dalton attacked him 
with a. fury, which gave his oppo- 
nent an opportunity to diſarm him 
in an inſtant?” | 


„Madame Piaffer had now 
joined us, and ſecmed greatly ſur- 
priſed at what had happened, ſhe 
lectured Mr. Dalton upon his be- 


haviour, 


2 * 
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haviour, which he ſaid, had ariſen 
from the ebullitions of the mo- 
ment of intoxication, which my re- 
ſiſtance, and the ſubſequent events 

had diſſipated: he craved my par- 
don, and ſtretched out his hand, in 
friendſhip to the youth that had 
affiled him; which action, in 
ſome degree influenced my for- 

giveneſs, and as my ſituation was 
ſuch, that I had no retreat, I was 
prevailed on to paſs over this out- 
rage for the preſent.” 


My protector, I obſerved before, 
I had frequently ſeen, and indeed, 
that I could not ſpeak to him un- 
obſerved by Madame, was the rea- 

| k 3 ſon 
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ſon that made me repine at her 
cloſe attention, of which your 
highneſs took notice.” 


« Unfortunate Frederick! A 
martyr to love and benevolence: 
will the remembrance of thy form, 
thy virtues, thy humanity, and thy 
paſſion, ever be eraſed from the 
boſom of Ifabella? 


No! though the ocean has be- 
come thy grave, in this breaſt thy 
image will remain till my heart 
ceaſes to vibrate l. 


The diſtreſs of the lady became 
ſo great, that Achmet, after he 
| had 
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had in vain, tried to comfort her, 
withdrew, commanding her wo- 
men to attend her, and went to 
the divan, impreſſed with emotions 
of pity, at the part of her ſtory 
which he had heard, and impatient 
for the remainder. 


K 4 
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Tur next morning Achmet, 
having ſome time to ſpare, ſent 
for Iſabella; whom he deſired to 
be ſeated, and ſhe reſumed her 
ſtory in the following words: 


I was ſcarcely leſs watchful 


of Mr. Dalton and Madame Piaf- 
| fer, 
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fer, than they were over me; the 
former treated me with a ſullen 
kind of reſpect, and the latter with 
an overſtrained complaiſance; I 
was equally upon my guard againſt 
both.” 


Left more to myſelf than I 
had been, my thoughts were in a 
great meaſure occupied by the 
amiable Engliſhman, whom gra- 
titude, and perhaps (ſaid ſhe, 
bluſhing) a ſofter paſſion, contin- 
ually preſented to my mind. The 
conſultations of my two compani- 
ons (for I will not call them 
friends) were frequent, and I fear- 
ed they boded me no good, that my 
* fears 
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fears were not groundleſs, this letter 
(faid ſhe, taking one from her bo- 
ſom in a gold caſe) will convince 
your Highneſs: | 


Will the lovely Iſabella, liſ- 
ten to the admonition of a real 
friend? Yes! She ſurely will, 
when ſhe is informed, that anxi- 
ous for her honour and happineſs, 
I have diſcovered a plot to deſtroy 
both. You will not be much ſur- 
priſed, that the authors of it, are 
Mr. D— and Madame P— whoſe 
characters have by me been deve- 

loped, very little to their credit. 


„% The 
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„The City of Rome they 
think too public to be the ſcene 
of their infernal machinations; a 
tour to Florence will be propoſed 
to you, and upon the certainty of 
that being done, I ſtake the repu - 
tation of this epiſtle. A houſe is 
provided in a ſequeſtred ſituation, 
near the banks of the river Arno; 
where that ruin, which I had 


once the good fortune to prevent, 
will be accompliſhed.“ 


« Shall I again reſcue you? If I 
do, I muſt inform you, that I ex- 
pect your hand as a reward, as I 
ſee no other means by which I 

can 
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can be legally entitled to become 
your protector. 


* Tho' of a noble family, and 
heir to a conſiderable eſtate in En- 
gland, I ſhould not take advantage 
of your diſtreſs, nor ſo abruptly pre- 
ſume to lay myſelf and fortune at 
your feet, did not the preſent ſitu- 
ation of your affairs require you to 
take a decided part. That I have 
long loved you; that I have fol- 
lowed you like your ſhade, and ſi- 
lently adored you, cannot | have 
eſcaped your obſervation; that I 
have watched over you, like your 
guardian angel, will perhaps, in your 
generous mind, be deemed a merit; 

5 F 
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but it would have been kept a ſecret 
from you, did not the preſent hour 
_ warrant a ſuſpenſion of form, in or- 
der to ſecure your honour, and my 


happineſs,” 


* If you ſee any reaſon to leave 
the houſe of Madame P— you will 
endeavour to be in the garden 
about eight o'clock this evening, 
when you will be convinced of the 
love, honour, and fincere attach- 
ment of your 


FREDERICK BERKLEV.“ 


„The ſenſations with which 
I read this letter, will be more eaſily 
conceived by your highneſs, than 
they 
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they can be expreſſed by me; with 
reſpect to the intimation contained 
in it, I found it literally true; the 
journey to Florence was propoſed 
by Madame Piaffer, and acced- 
ed to by Mr. Dalton; I heard it 
with the utmoſt trepidation, and 
as it was to take place early 
the next morning; I left the room, 
under pretence of retiring to my 
chamber to make preparations. 
When I had gained the ſtaircaſe, 
I ſtood a conſiderable time heſi- 
tating, and undetermined whether 
to go up or deſcend, when the loud 
voice of Dalton, as I thought ap- 
proaching, turned the balance, I 
flew into the garden, and was met 
| | by 


by Frederick, who, with the aſſiſt- 
ance of a friend, hurried me along 
the walk, and through the back 
gate, which was wide open: they 
lifted me into a carriage which 
was in waiting, and we flew like 
lightning. In this whirl of con- 
fuſion, we muſt have proceeded 
ſeveral miles, before I had an op- 
portunity to recollect myſelf, when 
did, not all the ſoothing of my 
lover, could reconcile me to my 
fate; I began to repent my teme- 
rity, and to fear, that I had ex- 
changed one dangerous ſituation 


for another, perhaps for a worſe. 


To 
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« Todiflipate theſe fears, which 
were not unobſerved by Frederic, 
he informed me that one of the gen- 
tlemen in the carriage was a cler- 
gyman, and chaplain to an Engliſh 
nobleman then at Naples, whither 
he was travelling to join him, and 
the other was his own brother, 
that he hoped, as ſoon as we ar- 
rived at Benevento, I would ſuffer 
the ceremony to be performed, by 
which, he claimed my hand, as a 
reward for his knight errantry.“ 


„ As I had no alternative, I 
conſented, and when we came to 
the town, we were married, firſt, 
according to the Roman Catholic 

form, 
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form, and afterwards by the gen- 
tleman who travelled with us.” 


„ Young Mr. Berkley and his 
companion, ſtayed with us but a 
few hours 'after our nuptials, 
having proceeded to Naples, whi- 
ther in a ſhort time we followed: 
It is needlefs to ſay I was charmed 
with that city, in which we re- 
ſided many months, being intro- 
duced to the principal nobility, 
preſented at court, and ſharing 
in all the pleaſures that luxurious 
region afforded.” 


* It was in this ſeaſon of love 
and gaiety, that I fancied all the 
VOL, 1. L joys, 
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joys, which my early excurſive 
ideas had painted upon my mind, 
were realized. Weeks, months, 
flew like lightning— in- the arms 
of Frederick, all former diſagree- 
able occurrences, nay, even Dal- 


ton and his companion were for- 


gotten.” 


«© One evening, the latter end 
of July, when under the influence 


of the Dog Star, the Siroc, which 
had raged through the day, ſub- 


fided with the declining ſun, and 
a breeze ſpringing up from the 
ſea, rendered it uncommonly plea- 
ſant; it was propoſed by a large 
party, that we ſhould enjoy the 

3 gate 
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gale in a water excurſion, upon 
the Bay of Naples: two boats 
were launched, and we were row- 
ed from ſhore; with minds diſ- 
poſed to the greateſt hilarity.” 


„The ſtillneſs of the evening, 
the refreſhing zephyr, and the 
beauty of the ſcenes around, in- 
duced us to prolong our pleaſure: 
the moon in ſilent majeſty aroſe, 
and while its gleams played in 
ſilvery ſtreaks upon the undulat- 
ing waves, the city receding into 
the form of a creſcent, the rocks 
and trees that enriched the ſhores, 
the Pharos, and Caſtle of St. Elmo 
in the fore, and the © Vulcanos 

L 2 ſmoking 
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ſmoaking in the back ground, pre- 
ſented a ſcene to the view, at once 
pictureſque and ſublime.” 


„The rowers began the even- 
ing hymn, and the cadences diſ- 
perſed by the breeze, echoed 
through the rocks, till their diſ- 
tant murmurs died upon the ear.“ 


* Allured by the pleaſure we. 
were enjoying, and which every 
object conſpired to increaſe, our 
bark had got further out to fea 
than was at firſt intended, when 
the failors diſcerned a: galley of 
conſiderable ſize making towards 
them; as they were not at a diſ- 

tance 


1 


w. 
* 
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tanee to be alarmed, they lay up- 
on their oars till the veſſel came 
near them, (but your highneſs 
will ſcarcely conceive our ſurpriſe) 
when they ſaluted us with a piece 
of ordnence; the rowers. croſſed 


themſelves and fell upon their 
faces. The galley was now a 


long ſide, and ſome of the men 
jumping into our boat, ſeized me, 
and in ſpite of my cries, and ſome 
little reſiſtance from the company, 
carried me on board the larger 
bark, which immediately ſet fail, 
their rowers at the ſame time 
uſing the utmoſt exertions. Un- 


happy Iſabella! Where at that 
time, your highneſs will naturally 
aſk, was Frederick?” Indeed, 


L 3 (ſaid. 
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{faid the Sultan) is a queſtion to 
which I am impatient for an an- 
ſwer. 


*© I have mentioned, that our 
company were in two boats, one 
of which was conſiderably larger 
than the other; when we divided, 
as there were more ladies than 
gentlemen, my huſband was per- 
ſuaded to take the command of 
the ſmaller, which he did with 
reluctance as it ſeparated him from 
me, though he had from early ha- 
bits ſome ſkill in nautical affairs. 


“Little, oh! Beloved Frede- 


rick! did either think, that by 
this 


— 
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this circumſtance we ſhould be 
ſeparated for ever; as the people 
on board the galley, which ſeized 
me, ſaid, that while the larger 
boat endeavoured to gain the ſhore, 
the ſmall one purſued, and had 
nearly come up with their veſ- 
ſel, but, that upon another ſwivel 
being fired at them, they retreat- 
ed, notwithſtanding the exertions 
of their Captaiff whom they ob- 
ſerved to leap into the ſea, and who 
undoubtedly periſhed directly.“ 


Here the Sultan roſe, and in 
compaſſion to the fair mourner 
adjourned the converſation till 
the next _ 


L 4 CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 


———— 


WIEN the morning (which 
Achmet was waiting for with 
ſome impatience) came, he was 
ſurpriſed to ſee the Sultana Fati- 
ma enter with Iſabella: ſhe apo- 
logized for intruding on the privacy 
of his highneſs, (but ſaid) That 
having been made acquainted 
with the ftory of the fair Hiber- 
nian, as far as he had heard it, 

5 ſhe 


we 
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ſhe could not deny herſelf the 


pleaſure of partaking the remain- 
der in his preſence.” 


The ſultan expreſſed his happi- 
neſs at ſecing her, and his thanks 
for -the attention ſhe had beſtowed 
upon their lovely friend, who re- 


ſumed her ſtory. 


« The intelligence that I re- 
ceived from the failors, was a dag- 
ger, which ſeemed to pierce my 
heart, my faculties were ſuſpend- 
ed, and I ſunk upon the floor 
in a ſwoon, from which I only 
awakened to a ſtate of diſtraction. 
My phrenzy was conſiderably in- 

creaſed 


Jp 
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creaſed by the appearance of Dal- 
ton and Madame Piaffer, among 
the perſons that were endeavour- 
ing to adminiſter comfort to me. 
To the preſence of tlie latter 
though I thought it a misfortune, 
I probably owe my lite, at that 
time, as ſhe had a female ſervant 
on board, and they were indefa- 
tigable in their attention to me, 
during the illneſs that enſued.” 


„ Of this melancholy period 
I can ſpeak little, we landed on 
ſome iſland as I was told, but 
whoſe name I have forgot, and 
a conſiderable time elapſed before 


my 
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my health would permit me to be 
removed.“ 


While we ſtayed in this 
place, I learnt from the ſervant 
of Madame Piaffer, that Dalton, 
diſtracted at my flight, had purſu- 
ed us immediately, but by ſome 
means or other, was either ſtop- 
ped or ſent in a wrong direc- 
tion, and that after he re- 
turned to Rome, he had received 
a letter, acquainting him with my 
marriage to the Honourable Mr. 
Berkley. Furious with rage, at 
this circumſtance, he had (with 
his companion) followed us to 
Naples, where though he vowed 


revenge 
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revenge upon my huſband and 
felf, he had lived in great privacy, 
watching our motions, that the 
bark had been equiped for ſome 
time, and had frequently ho- 
vered abont the ſcene of our 
water parties, but without having 
an opportunity to accompliſh his 
deſign, till that fatal evening, 
when my ſeparation from Fre- 
derick put me in his poſſeſſion.“ 


As ſoon as I was ſufficiently 
recovered to bear the voyage, a 
Venetian veſſel being in readineſs 
at the port, we went on board, 
and were failing as I underſtood 
for Cyprus; contrary winds kept 

us 
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us back for ſome days, during 
which I ſuffered conſiderably from 
the impatience and ill temper of 
Dalton, who was continually re- 
viling and. taxing me with ingra- 
titude, though he did not preſume 
to take any other liberties.” 


* On the morning of the fifth 
day, when we were in fight of 
the iſland, I obſerved there was 
a general alarm on board our veſ- 
fel, occaſioned (as I ſoon learned) 
by a Turkiſh Ship of force, bear- 
ing down upon us; they were a 
long ſide in an inſtant. 


4s | 
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As hoſtilities had been ſome 
time commenced between your 
ſublime Highneſs and the Veneti- 
ans, they ſummoned our captain 
to ſurrender. Reſiſtance in his 
ſituation, would have been nuga- 
tory, he therefore ſtruck to the 
Creſcent, and Dalton, Madame 
Piaffer and myſelf, were carried 
on board the 'Turkiſh Veſſel.” 


The Baſſa, who commanded 
the man of war, when he received 
us upon the deck viewed me with 
ſurpriſe, and treated me with the 
greateſt tenderneſs and reſpect. 
We were now under fail, and 
foon came in ſight of the creſcents 

and 
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and minerets, which adorn the tow- 
of Conſtantinople, but as the wind 
fell, and the calm which ſucceed- 
ed, would not permit the large 
ſhip to enter the Boſphorus; the 
Baſſa (whoſe impatience to be on 
ſhore, ſeemed every hour to in- 
creaſe) ordered out the ſmall 
boat, and afier manning it with a 
few ſailors and handing me on 
board, commanded them to row 
with great expedition to the port; 
when we came within fight of a 
large and magnificent Brigantine, 
which LIT «have been informed, 
contained your Highnefs, as 'the 
men were uſing the moſt violent 
exertions, ſomethiug on board our 
bark 


160 TURKISH TALES. 


bark gave a great craſh, the Baſla, 
claſping his arms around me- (faid) 
a plank had ſtarted, and while he 
called upon the name of Allah! 
The boat filled and ſunk in an in- 
ſtant.“ 


After that dreadful m oment 
remember nothing till I ſeemed 
to awake, as from a deep fleep, 
and found | myſelf in an elegant 
bed, ſurrounded with attendants. 
I tried to recolle& former events, 
but ſuch a variety of indiſtinct ideas 
floated in my mind, that I could diſ- 
criminate nothing; the room, the 
people, every object around, ſeemed 
ſo unlike what I had been uſed to, 
that 
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that I wearied them, and diſtrated 
myſelf with queſtions. The ap- 
pearance of a venerable man, with 
a long beard, who in an authorita- 
tive tone impoſed filence both 
upon me and the attendants ; and 
all the ſubſequent events are 
known to your Highneſs and the 
Sultana, to whom let me proſtrate 
for the ſafety and preſervation of 
thelife of the unfortunate Iſabella.” 


Achmet raiſed her up, and 
Fatima embraced and wept over 
her, ſaying, My daughter, for 
ſo permit me to call you, tho' you 
have indeed been unfortunate, let 
us hope that the evil hour is paſt, 

VOL. I. M and 
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and that Providence will gild 
your future days with that hap- 
pineſs you ſeem ſo much to de- 
ſerve. | 


Think not, lovely Iſabella, 
(faid the ſultan) that we wiſh to 
detain you in a country, the man- 
ners of which are ſo different 
from your own; if there is any 
clue by which you think your 
parentage may be traced, I will 
inſtantly diſpatch meſſengers, and 
you ſhall be reſtored to your 
friends, (if they can be found) in 

a ſituation at which they need 
not bluſh (however high their 
rank may be) to acknowledge 
your relation to them.” 


« With 
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e With the Ottoman generoſity 
replied Iſabella) my former read- 
ing has made me acquainted; but 


tho I knew that juſtice and com- 


paſſion reſided in this court, it was 
decreed I thould ſurvive! to this 
hour, to be convinced that all my 
former ideas were but a faint pie- 
ture of the benevolence I now 
expetience, that 1 thould be at 
once the object and admirer ot 
the virtues, the benignity, the 
munificence of Achmet. The 
only means (ſhe continued) by 
which my infantine ſituation can 
be diſcovered, is by Dalton and 
Madame Piaffer, whom I left on 
board the man of war, and Who 


probably ſurvive.“ 
34; M 2 The 
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The ſultan and ſultana ac- 
quieſed in the ſame opinion; and 
ordering the vizier into their 
preſence, Achmet ſlightly gave 
him the outline of the ſtory, and 
commanded that ſearch ſhould be 
made for Dalton and his com- 


panion. 


The vizier, who had liſtened with 
the greateſt attention to the tale, 
and to the command of the ſultan, 
Teplied, © Your ſublime Highneſs 
ſhall be inſtantly obeyed; the 
ſlave Dalton will eaſily be found; 
but a thought ſtrikes me, which 
1s, whether it would not be better 
to poſtpone his examination, till I 

have 
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have made the Engliſh ambaſſador 
acquainted with what I know of 
the tranſaction, and defired him 


to be preſent at the inquiry.“ 


„ Be it as you fay, (replied 
Achmet) let him be apprized of 
the matter, —In the mean time, 
Habella, reſt ſecure in the pro- 
tection of the ſultan, and the love 


of Fatima.“ 


The ſultana retired, followed by 
the Fair Hibernian, leaving the 
vizier with his maſter, who, after- 
diſpatching ſome neceſſary bu- 
ſineſs, ſent out meſſengers to ex- 

wy” M 3 ecute 
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ecute his commiſſion with reſpe&- 
to Dalton. | 


The perſons employed by the 
vizier found, that after the baſſa. 
and failors periſhed in the manner 
related, the man of war and her 
prize came into the port; the 
Venetians were ſold as ſlaves to 
different perſons; but as Dalton 
profeſt himſelf to be an Engliſh- 

man, a nation at that time at peace 
with, and reſpected by the Turks, 
and moreover had intereſted the 
ambaſſador in his favour, he was 
permitted to go at large, under the 
ſanction cf his excellence, who 
gave his word, if call:d upon, to 
pro- 
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produce him. This the meſſen- 


gers of the vizier learned, upon 
their inquiries; and that miniſter, 
appointing a day, deſired the am- 
baſſador and Dalton to attend at 
the ſeraglio, upon buſineſs of 
importance. . 
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THE FAIR HIBERNIAN. 


CHAP. IV. 


——ä—ä m 


Tn O' the health of Iſabella 


was in ſome degree re-eſtabliſhed, 
that was far from being. the caſe 
with reſpect to her peace of mind: 
in the loſs of a beloved huſband 
her heart had received a wound, 
which, tho' ſkinned over, ſtill 
rankled at bottom, and rendered 
her, 
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Her, in the moment of retirement, 
4 prey to the moſt cruel torture. 
In the ſympathy of Fatima, and 
benevolence of Achmet, ſhe found 
ſome ſmall alleviation of her ſor- 
rows; but ſhe looked forward, 
with the moſt tremulous anxiety, 
to the time which was fixed for 
the examination of Dalton. 


That day at length arrived; 
the ambaſſador came, accompanied 
by him, and attended by a nu- 
merous train; they were intro- 
duced into the preſence of the 
ſultan, who, with the vizier and 
officers of the court, received him 
in the council chamber; the ſul-. 
tang 
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tana and Iſabella were in a receſs; 
before which a curtain of perſian 
filk was drawn. 


When the ceremonies were gone 
through, the vizier informed the 
ambaſſador that his ſublime high-- 
neſs had requeſted his attendance 
to hear the examination of his 
countryman, reſpecting the fate of 
a young lady, whoſe name was 
Iſabella, and. who had been for 
ſome time under his proteftion.— 
At the mention of the name of 
Iſabella, the trepidation of Dalton. 
became viſible, and his terror ſeem- 
ed to. increaſe as the vizier ordered. 
the interpreter to read-the account: 

8 which 
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which ſhe had given, and which; 
at the command of the ſultan, the” 
had reduced to writing. 


When it was-finiſhed, he proſ- 
trated himſelf before the monarch,. 
ſaying, ©© May this awful moment, 
and my preſent ſituation, (when. 
my ſtory ſhall be known) operate 
as a warning and example to man- 

kind, and inform them, that the 
guardian angels of the good and 
virtuous, will not ſuffer crimes to 
be committed againſt them with 
impunity. Of you, fir, (ſaid he, 
turning to the ambaſſador) and 
your amiablè lady, let me firſt 
entreat pardon ! as you were the 

6 earlieſt, 
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earlieſt, I will not ſay the greateſt, 
ſufferers by my miſdeeds. | 


The ambaſſador ſtarted at this 
intimation, and eagerly inquired 
how himſelf or his family could' 
| have been ſufferers by a perſon he 
never recolleted to have ſeen? 
* Surely! (replied Dalton) eigh- 
teen years cannot have fo totally 
altered this form and features, but 
you muſt remember in my coun- 
tenance ſome trace of O' Donnel, 
the favorite friend and companion 
of your brother,, George Fitz- 
water.“ N 


10. I do! 


TURKISH TALES. 173 
« Ido! I do! (aid the ambaſ- 


ſador with great emotion) But 


why rake up the aſhes of the 
dead? Why diſturb the manes 
of one whoſe crimes have long 
Hept with him in the ſilent ſe- 
pulchre? You know better than 
myſelf, for you was, as I think, 
concerned in the infamous tran- 
ſaction; that he fell in conſe- 


quence of an attempt to force 2 
young lady of family in the north 


of Ireland from her protectors: 
Sudden ! without preparation! 
with all his offences upon his 
head, he ruſhed into eternity, and 
left a ſtain upon a noble houſe, 


which the virtues of a long line 
of, 
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of anceſtry, and the honour and 
integrity of every branch of its 
preſent fepreſentatives can —_—_ 
counterbalance. Amor! 


All this indeed (fad O'Don- 
nel) I am well appriſed of: it is 
not for my own iffformation, but 
yours, that I introduced the name 
of George, it was becauſe you are 
not acquainted with all our miſ- 
deeds; for tho' you know his dit- 
| ſipation and extravagance were 
Mbounded, you can ſcarcely con- 
ceive they led him to practiſe 
againſt your life. The ambuſ- 
cade, from vrhich you ſo narrowly 
eſcaped, was contrived, and partly 
7 executed 
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executed by him; and after the 
doſs of your ſon; when you could 
no longer bear the place where 
every object reminded you of him, 
when you went abroad in the 
honourable ſervice of your coun- 
try, and left an infant daughter to 
the care of Mrs. Coleville, whoſe 
obligations to the parents, your- 
ſelf, and Lady Fitzwater, thought 


.a ſecurity for her attention to their 
child.“ 


« Hold (ſaid the ambaiſſad) 

nor revive the remenibtance of 
my loſs, without you can reſtore 
the object of it. —But that is im- 
-poflible.; from the delicacy of 
her 
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her conſtitution, which was the 
reaſon we left her, I muſt ſuppoſe 
ſhe has long been dead, eſpecially 
as neither the wife of Captain 
Coleville, or the infant, have ſince 
been heard of. 


* I know it well; (he replied) 
your brother, whoſe exceſſes and 
wants cauſed him to languiſh for 
your poſſeſſions, tho' he exulted 
excecdingly in the death of your 
ſon and heir, yet conſidered your 
int daughter as a bar between 
him and your perſonal fortune, 
(which he knew was immenſe) 
he therefore perſuaded Mrs. Col- 


ville and myſelf, (as there was a 
con- 
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gonnexion between us) to: retire 
to the continent with the infant. 
We did ſo; and I need not call 
to your mind the inquiries. that 
were made, or how fruitleſs they 
proved. When they had ſubſided. 
as the child, we ſuppoſed, had 
grown out of knowledge ; and the 
gallant Mrs. Colville, who had 
aſſumed the name of Madame 
Piaffer, conlidercd her as an in- 
cumbrance upon her pleaſures and 
excurſions, I was prevailed upon 
to take her with me to lrelagd, 
and place her in a ſchool remote 

from the place of her birth, but 
ina ſituation where I could oc- 

_ caſionally ſee her. But how can I 
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continue my ſtory? 'Howcan I, in 
this awful preſence, become a ſelf 
accuſer, and relate the offences I 
have been guilty of, againſt the 
peace and happineſs of the much 
e Iſabella ?“ 


bo Nor ſhall you! I would ſpare 
even the wicked, (ſaid ſhe, ruſh- 
ing forward, and throwing herſelf 
on Her knees to the ambaſſador) 
Behold (ſhe continued) your 
daughter! Behold the victim of 
relative cruelty in her infancy ; 
the object, and almoſt the martyr, 
to an infamous paſſion in her riper 
years; the widow of an amiable 
and beloved huſband; and at laſt 
the 
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the memorial of the humanity, 
the benignity, and the generoſity 
of Achmet : Preſerver of my life, 
(aid ſhe, turning and 'embracing 
the feet of the ſultan) let this 
hour which reſtores me to my 
father, be marked, as adding one 
more to the long catalogue of 
objects upon whom your bene- 


volence has been exerted with 
ſucceſs!“ 


The ambaſſador, likewiſe proſ- 
trating himſelf, and folding his 
daughter in his arms, ſaid, Re- 
ceive, Oh Achmet! a father's 
thanks] To you who truly ſup- 
port that character, both with re- 
| N 2 ſpect 
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ſpect to your own offspring and 
to your people, they will be of ſome 
value; eſpecially, as from your 
elevated fituation, they are all that 
can be offered, either on the part 
of myſelf, or my beloved Amelia 
and Iſabella.“ 


The ſultan, much moved with 
this ſcene, embraced them both, 
ſaying, „Seek not, illuſtrious 
Briton, to overpower Achmet with 
thanks for an act of common hu- 
manity, which there was no merit 
in the doing; but which to have 
neglected, would, in my ſttuation, 
have been a crime of the deepeſt 


dye. 


J con- 
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* I congratulate you upon the 
recovery of your daughter, tha' 
at the ſame time it is with ſome 
little envy, as her amiable manners 
and elegant accompliſhments, 
have long made me with to adapt 
her as an ornament and example 
to the reſt of my family.” 


Ifabella retired for a few minutes 
to take leave of the ſultana, during 
which time the ſultan ſaid, With 
reſpect to this criminal O'Donnel, 
and his female coadjutor, who I 
underſtand is in Conſtantinople, 
however amiable the virtues of 
humanity may be, they muſt not 
in a monarch be carried too far ; 

| N 3 as 
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as the ſuffering notorious offenders 
to go unpuniſhed, has often proved 
not only a miſtaken lenity to 
them, but a real cruelty to others; 
J ſhall therefore order them into 
cloſe confinement, till we further 
determine what is to be done.“ 


Sie Allen Fitzwater returned to 
Pera with Iſabella, where, with 
great caution, he introduced her 
to her mother; the tenderneſs of 
the meeting may be better con- 
ceived than expreſſed; in a few 
days the two ladies in a brilliant 
equipage, with a numerous ſuite 
of attendants, were preſented in 
form to the ſultana Fatima. When 

they 


TURKISH! TAE 193 


they had paid their · veſpects, that 
princeſs ſaid, © This is a viſit of 
ceremony, and as ſuch. I receive 
it, but muſt not have it repeated: 
As ſoon as I ſaw Iſabella my heart 
acknowledged her; let form and 
etiquette between us give place 
to tenderer ſentiments; during 
your ſtay at Conſtantinople, let 
acceſs to the ſeraglio be as free, 
and I hope it will be nearly as 
frequent, as to your own palace; 
ſo that when in future time I 
lament your loſs, I may have the 
conſolation to reflect that I neg- 
lected no opportunity to enjoy the 
pleaſure of your bun pan while 
you ſtay d among us. 

N 4, When 
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When their numerous viſits 
were paid, and their ſpirits had in 
fome degree tranquillized, Ifabella 
was defired by her parents mi- 
hutely to relate her hiſtory. She 
did fo, and while with the-moſt 
affectionate attention, they entered 
into the diſtreſs of her various 
ſituations ; their paternal and ma- 
ternal emotions were excited, as 
they travelled with her over for- 
mer ſcenes; but what was their 
aſtoniſhment, when the mentioned 
the Hon. Mr. Berkley as her 
deceaſed huſband. 


« Mr. Berkley your huſband?” 
faid Lady Fitz water. | 
«© Mr. 
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Mr. Berkley your huſband ? 
(echoed the ambaſſador) My ſe- 
cretary your huſband?” 


The aſtoniſhment of Iſabella 
was equal to that of her parents; 
but with a flood of tears ſhe 
aſſured them, that the gentleman 
ſhe mentioned had been long loſt, 


fwallowed up by the waves in the 


bay of Naples. 


However, (ſaid her father) 
as I am ſtruck by the fimilarity of 


the name, let us inquire of my 


ſecretary, who I know has a bro- 
ther ; I had employed him upon 
a diſ- 


| 
bY 
| 
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a diſtant commiſſion, from which 
he is this morning returned.“ 


He ordered the ſervant to de- 
ſire the attendance of Mr. Berkley. 


Great was the ſurpriſe of Iſa- 
bella, to diſcover. in the ambaſ- 
ſador's ſecretary the brother of 
her beloved huſband, who had 
been preſent at their marriage. 


At the ſight of his relative re- 


ſemblance her tears began to flow 
afreſh; and the young gentleman's 
emotions were ſo great, that it was 


fome minutes before he could 


"ejaculate. 


* Do 
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Do J again behold my lovely 
fiſter !—Now will the happineſs 
of Frederick be compleat.” 


Does he live?” ſaid Ifabella: 
„He does!''—s Where?” —“ In 
Pera.“ 


She threw herſelf upon the 
fofa, and after ſome time ſtruggling 
with her emotions, burſt into 
tears, ſaying, You certainly flatter 
me! To convince me that Fre- 
derick is alive, let me inſtantly-ſee 


him.“ — Here her mother inter- 


fered, ſaying. There was no 
doubt of the truth of what Mr. 


Berkley aſſerted; but that ſhe, 


muſt ſuffer her emotions to ſub- 


fide, 
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ſide, before an interview with 
Frederick would, either on her 
account or his, be proper; that in 
the mean time they would learn 
from his brother what he knew 
'of his hiſtoty.“ ö 


Mr. Berkley ſaid, that Frederick ' 
informed him of the tranſactions 
at Naples; and that when his 
wife was forced away, he had 

leaped into the ſea, to endeavour 
to ſwim after the veſſel; but that 
when his ſtrength was nearly ex- 
hauſted, he was taken up by their 
own boat: that a conſiderable 
time elapſed before, with all his 
| affiduity, he could learn the deſ- 
| tination 
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tination of the galley; but aſter 
taking immenſe pains he traced it 
to Malta, Where, when he arrived, 
he learned that Dalton had ſailed 
with her in a Venetian ſhip for 
Cyprus, at which place he heard 
of its capture, and of her being 
carried into the Turkiſh Port— 
Diſtracted with this intelligence, 
and the more ſo as he was obliged 
to remain ſome months upon the 
land, before (upon account of 
the war) he could get a paſſage to 
Conſtantinople, where he arrived 
a few weeks ſince, and where, to 
the deſtruction of his peace, he 
heard from the officers of the 
Turkiſh man of war the fate of 
| the 
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the baſſa and female captive; tho" 
a faint gleam of hope had lately 
ariſen from his inquiries among 
the people belonging to the ſul- 
tan's brigantine, that the life of 
his wife might have been pre- 
ſerved, yet he conſidered her as 
for ever loſt to him; immured 
within the walls of the ſeraglio, 
of which he entertains the moſt 
dreadful ideas. 


While Mr. Berkley recited this 
ſtory, the emotions of Iſabella a 
little ſubſided ; and the ambaſ- 
ſador conſidering that the might 
ſufter more from ſuſpenſe than 
any other circumſtance, whiſpered 
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him to go and inform his brother 
ef the events that had happened, 
and bring him to them. 


During the interim of his ab- 
ſence, the father and mother of 
Iſabella were employed in op- 
poſing reaſon to paſſion, in cen- 
ſuring violent emotions, and lay- 
ing -down rules for her conduct in 
the enſuing interview. She heard 
them with attention, but their 
precepts vaniſhed the moment the 
door opened, and ſhe found her= 
ſelf in the arms of Frederick. 
_ 'Overpowered with the torrent of 
happineſs that ruſhed upon them, 
this young couple ſunk upon the: 

— 5 ſofa, 
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ſofa, in a' ſtate that made their 
friends around fear ful for their 


intellects. 


When they were compoſed 
enough to receive their congra- 
tulations, the father of Ifabella 
faid, 1 thought when I recovered 
my long-loſt daughter, that no- 
thing could add to my happineſs; 
but I find I was miſtaken, as I 
this day acquire a ſon who will, 
I have no doubt, be equally worthy 
my love and regard; and have by 
his means formed a connexion with 
a family, which (had I made my 
ſelection from the many noble and 
worthy ones of our ifland) would 
have been the object of my choice. 

: May 
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May the memory of former miſ- 
fortunes, my children, be obli- 
terated in preſent and future hap- 
pineſs, and while you prove bleſ- 
lings to your parents, may you. 
be an honour to your country!” 


In the tender embraces of 


Amelia, and rejoicings upon this 


happy event, the day was paſled ; 
the next morning the ambaſſador 
preſented his ſon to the ſultan, 
who, with a warmth and ardour 
which pleaſed the generous Ach- 
met, thanked him for the preſer- 
vation of Iſabella. 


VOL. 1. 0 r 
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At the fame time Lady Fitz- 
water and the young lady waited 
upon the ſultana, who ſeemed 
much intereſted in the fortunate 
turn whach their affairs had taken. 


O*Donnel and Madame Piaffer 
had continued in cloſe confine- 
ment for a conſiderable time, tho 
both Frederick and Iſabella had 
petitioned the ambaſſador to ſpeak 
to the vizier in their favor ; this 
he ſeemed reluctant to do, as in- 
dependant of the reſentment he 
entertained againſt them on his 
own account, he did not with to 
interfere with the juſtice of the 
ſultan. 


To 
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To Fatima, therefore, it was 
determined that the young lady 
ſhould apply ; that princeſs told 
her that ſhe durſt not venture into' 
the preſence of Achmet, with a 
requeſt that muſt counteract his 
decree, unattended; therefore, 
ſhe muſt accompany her. They 
deſcended the black marble ſtair- 
caſe, and found the monarch in 
his garden, when the ſultana ſaid, 
« I hope, Achmet, we do not 
intrude upon your privacy ; if we 
have committed that offence the 
fault is Iſabella's, as I only came 
to ſupport her in a requeſt the 
has to make.” 


O 2 s. 
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It muſt be a very unreaſonable 
one I ſhould ſuppole, from the 
caution of Fatima; (replied Ach- 
met) however as it. would be un- 
gallant, and indeed impoſſible to 
deny any thing to the beauties. 
that now petition, (that I may 
have an . excuſe to myſelf) I 
promiſe to grant it before I know 
what it is; therefore, Iſabella, 
ſpeak your wiſhes, in the certainty 
of having them complied with. 


She then, with great timidity, 
begged for the liberation of 
O'Donnel and Madame Piaffer, 
which the ſultan inſtantly ordered, 
upon condition they left Con- 

ſtantinople 
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ſtantinople in a few days; this 
they complied with, and, as it has 
ſince appeared, they retired to 


fome interior part of France, where 
they lived in a ftate of ſecluſion. 


Iſabella and her huſband re- 
mained in the dominions of the 
Grand Seignior till ſhe had pro- 
duced a young Turk, which, out 
of gratitude to her preſerver, ſhe 
called by the name of Achmet 
when the ambaſſador being or- 
dered home, they departed from 
Conſtantinople, loaded with pre- 
fents that ſpoke the munificence 
and magnificence of the ſultan and 

ſultana, 
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ſultana, and fafely arrived in 
England. 


After ſpending ſome months 
among the relatives of Frederick. 
in great felicity, as Sir Allan ex- 
preſſed a with to retire, and Mrs. 
Berkley to re-vifit her native 
kingdom, they failed for Ireland, 
where the fame of their adventures 


had ſpread before them. 


How they were received it is 
needleſs to repeat, among a people 
whoſe characteriſtic is affection 
and attachment to the families of 
their Chiefs, and hoſpitality to. 
ſtrangers. 


The 
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The fertility of the country; 
the pictureſque ſcenery around, 
and the open and benevolent man- 
ners of the people, made ſuch a 
pleafing and grateful impreſſion 
upon the minds of Mr. Berkley 
and Iſabella, that they reſolved 
to take poſſeſſion of a magnificent 
ſeat preſented by Sir Allan, and 
remain among them. They did 
ſo, and when the male part of my 
readers contemplate with rapture 
the lovely countenances of the 
preſent race of Milefian. beauties, 
they will (if they were ſtruck 
by the faint outline of Iſabella in 
the former part of this work) re- 
flect 
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flect with pleaſure that many of 
them are, perhaps, the deſcend- 
ants of | 


THE FAIR HIBERNIAN. 
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